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INTRODUCTION 
 
 

 

GERALDFINZIwas born on the 14th July 1901 the fifth and last born child of a city business-

man. By all accounts his arrival into an already crowded nursery was not greeted with 

enthusiasm. Those who could have been his first companions and friends, his sister and brothers, 

were strangers to him from the first. Feeling increasingly isolated he turned to a private world of 

books and music. He was the onJy child with musical talent and fortu-nately bis mother 

encouraged this, allowing him as a small child to come down from the nursery and listen to her 

playing the piano, something which she did with accomplisbment although only an amateur. 

Later, despite the familial difficulties caused by her husband's premature death, Finzi's mother 

continued to foster and support her son's musical ambi-tions, something for which he was always 

deeply grateful.  
It was in this atmosphere where music was played and books were available to be read, 

that Gerald Finzi conceived the desire which was to regulate all his future activity: he would be a 

composer. The will to create was developed early due at least in part to the lack of 

communication the child felt with the rest of his family. It was perhaps this early introversion that 

also caused his first experience of school to be so painful. At prep-school in Camberley he 

remained in the same form for four years and then took the imaginative and somewhat audacious 

step of feigning swooning fits in order to avoid continuing at school. After a year spent in 

Switzerland with a tutor, Finzi returned to England and continued his musical education 

privately. He studied composition with Ernest Farrar whose death in the Great War was to be a 

deep shock to his young pupil. Indeed this event made such a mark on Finzi's consciousness that 

he could still recall it with considerable bitterness and melancholy some thirty-five years later. 

Nothing though, could deflect Finzi from his course. He continued his musical studies under Sir 

Edward Bairstow in York until 1922, when he moved to Painswick in Gloucestershire. A few 

years later hc undertook a final course of study with Dr. R. O. Morris in London. It was during 

his time with Bairstow that Finzi first encountered the music of Ivor Gurney, who had by then 

succumbed to the paranoid-schizophrenia which was to confine him in a mental hospital for the 

rest of his life. It was Gurney's song Sleep that struck Finzi tben and ever afterwards as a work of 

genius, prompting a commitment to Gurney's work and the furthering of his reputation. In 1925 

Finzi began to involve Gurney's friend and bene-factor Marion Scott in the projected publication 

of Gurney's work. It is a measure of the perseverance this self-appointed task required, that it was 

not until 1937 that the plans were brought to fruition when the Oxford University Press published 

twenty of Gurney's songs in two volumes. The intervening years had thrown all manner of 

difficulties in the path of the project, not least those raised by both Marion Scott and the Gurney 

family, but with thc help of several people, particularly Howard Ferguson, Vaughan Williams, 

and Joy, Finzi's wife, the work was finally completed. 
 

 

Such activity on behalf of Gurney was typical of Finzi's concern for neglected talent. 

Several cighteemh century composers who had faJlen into neglect attracted his auention, and in 

particular the works of William Boyce and John Stanley were to benefit from Finzi's scholarly 

editing. Typically too, the work on Gurney did not stop in 1937. Four years later Finzi began on 

a third book of Gurney's songs which, despite the interruptions of war, was eventually published 

in 1952. In 1954 a volume of poems appeared with an introduction by Edmund Blunden, and 

after Finzi's death, largely due to the efforts of his 
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wife, a fourth volume  of songs  was published.  
Gerald Finzi's marriage in 1933 was a felicitous event in every way. Christopher Finzi 

(the composer's elder son) records that his father was of the opinion that marriage saved him 

from a nervous breakdown, doing much to alleviate the introspective solitude from which he 

had suITered for so long. The Finzis soon left London for the country, settling in 1939 in 

Ashmansworth on the Hampshire downs. Here was the tranquillity, the lack of distraction, 

which Finzi so needed in order to work. For a man of his enormous nervous and intellectual 

energies London had provided an excess of stimulation and, as with his friend Vaughan 

Williams, quiet and concentration were absolutely essential to Finzi's compositional method. 

Apart from the war years spent in the Ministry of War Transport, Finzi remained in the country, 

working on, surrounded by all the comforts of a devoted family. 

 

It was at the beginning of the Second War that Finzi founded the Newbury String Players, 

a small, mainly amateur orchestra who still perform. In the gloomy winter of 1940 Joy Finzi felt 

thut some music performed in the lillie Ashmansworth church would prove enlivening. Her 

husband responded by suggesting that if she could find the musicians he would conduct them. 

On the outbreak of war many professional players had moved into the country making the task 

easier than it might otherwise have been, and the first concert was given that Christmas. 

Although by inclination one who disliked public appear-anccs, Finzi was to find that 

involvement with this orchestra was to become an important feature of his Life. The war 

accentuated the significance of such musical activities not only for Finzi and his wife, but for all 

those involved, and for the audiences who gratefully heard the eight or so concerts which were 

given each year throughout the surrounding countryside. 

 

Finzi's job at the Ministry was uncongenial and extremely fatiguing, but at the weekend 

the escape to Ashmansworth and rehearsals or performances with the orchestra provided a 

welcome return to all that he loved. There was lillie time or energy to spare for composition but 

Finzi used what time he had in editing eighteenth century composers for performance. Reading 

too, and in particular, poetry remained a central part of his life. Indeed it was in his lunch-breaks 

in London spent touring second-hand book shops, thut Finzi acquired many of his books. lie 

took a great delight in filling the gaps in his collection, and it was particularly the earlier periods 

which were enriched by purchases made at this lime. 

 

Finzi did not read poetry merely to search for suitable pieces which could be set as songs. 

He had a deep love of poetry for its own sake and his interest could almost be described as 

scholarly but for the unfortunately dispassionate connotations which that word has now accrued. 

It has been remarked by more than one commentator that in Gerald Finzi's songs we have an 

expression of the composer's profound response to poetry. in-dicative of Finzi's altitude towards 

song-selling is the wide range or poetry he used. Some of this was written by poets firmly 

established in the English pantheon like Shakespeare, Milton, Crashaw, Vaughan, Wordsworth 

and Jlardy, whilst other poets read mostly by professional scholars such as William Austin and 

the seventeenth century American poet Edward Taylor (a discovery of the 1930,) also auracted 

his attention. It should be noticed that Finzi was not confined to any particular period in his 

choice of material; he had the ability to set poems from both the Renaissance and his OWI1 day, 

with an equal understanding, inspiration and success. 

 

His most audacious piece is perhaps the Cantata setting what is arguably Words-worth's 

greatest shorter poem Ode: Intimations of lmmortalit yfrom Recollections of Early Childhood. 

Wordsworth and his period had not attracted many composers, but his ideas stimulated Finzi 

and writing to Howard Ferguson in 1936 when work on the Ode had 
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already begun, anticipating his critics, he defiantly expressed his opinions as to the choice of his 

material and the relationship between words and music: 

I do hate the bilge and bunkum etc. about composers trying to 'add' to a poem; that a 

finepoem is complete in itself and to set it is only to gild the lily and so on. It's the sort 

of cliche which goes on being repeated .... I rather expected it (over the selling of the  
two Milton sonnets) and expect it still morc when the Intimations is finished. Obviously 
a poem may be unsatisfactory in itself for selling but that is a purely musical consider-
ation - that it has no orchestral possibilities, no broad vowels where climaxes should be 
and so on. But the first and last thing is that a composer is (presumably) moved by a 
poem and wishes to identify himself with it and share it. Whether he is moved by a 
good poem or a bad poem is beside the question. _.. I don't think everyone realises the 
differences between choosing a text and being chosen by one,  

Not all of Finzi's music though was written for voices. About a third of his work is 

instrumental, the largest pieces of this kind being the Concertos for Cello and Clarinet. The song-

settings however remain his most notable achievement, and apart from het larger scale works like 

Intimations and the equally beautiful Dies Natalis (with words taken from the poetry and prose of 

Traherne), it is to Thomas Hardy that we must look to lind the poet whose oeuvre 'chose' Finzi 

most consistently and with the most brilliant results. Finzi set about fifty of Hardy's poems with a 

success again surprising because of the seeming difficulties of the task. Hardy often wrote in 

forms that were, or closely resembled, the balladic, and to this extent his work might seem a 

comfortable choice, but Finzi did not restrict his selection of poems to those which are metrically 

more simple and texturally less dcnse. Poems such as Channel Firing or Af a Lunar Eclipse arc 

highly sophisticated, and to one unfamiliar with Finzi's settings they look unlikely to be 

successful as songs. It is in such pieces that we most easily recognise Finzi's sensitivity to diction 

and metre. Always tactful he leaves a listener more familiar with poetry than music delighted and 

surprised, as Hardy's inventive stanza forms, often crabbed diction and deliberately harsh sounds, 

arc set with no loss to these verbal effects. 

 

Given Finzi's affinity with Hardy it is barely surprising that certain critical comments 

about the former's work echo earlier remarks about that of the latter, The charge of 'pessimism' 

was applied to both and just as this is a partial and ultimately inadequate description of Hardy's 

altitude to life so too with Finzi. Certainly beneath a personality which exuded great nervous and 

intellectual energy, redolent of a zest for life, there lay a brooding melancholy, but this was never 

allowed to degenerate into that totally negative 

state of  mind described by  'pessimism'. Rather Finzi  shared Hardy's  stated position 

as a meliorist. As in Hardy's poctry so in Finzi's music, we find a tension between  a 

tragic vision and  'the  invincible  instinct   towards   self-delight'.     

 J have  dwell  on  the life and  work  of  Gerald  Finzi  because  inevitably  any  private 

Library such as that described in this catalogue is circumscribed by the particular interests 

of the collector himself. This personal aspect constitutes both the strengths  and  weak- 

nesses of the collection, as the predictable and comprehensive gives way to the idiosyn-cratic 

and necessarily selective. This is not to say that the volumes catalogued here are all unusual in 

some way but that as a whole the collection represents a particular taste and personality. 
 
 

 

TIfE LIlJRARY is a collection of English Literature of every period and whilst the bulk of the 

books ace devoted 10 poetry, the works of many dramatists, novelists and essayists are also to be 

found here. Indeed the most striking feature of the collection is its catbolicity, its breadth of 

interest and its devotion not only ot those major authors whose work too often and too readily 

constitutes a reader's experience of our literay tradition. We have 
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already noticed that Finzi set 'mmor' poets and worked assiduously to promote the works of 

Jesser known composers. His belief was in talented expression of personality whether found in 

works of obvious stature or in those of less gifted figures, and with respect to his contemporaries 

or near contemporarie-s, this belief assumed the status of a moral imperative. He fell very 

deeply that it was his duty to support poets by reading and buying their work for he intuitively 

understood the impecuniousness which constricts many artists, and was always aware of and 

grateful for the small private income which made his own work possible. Hence we find in the 

collection an enormous number of twentieth century poets who are very lillie known and whose 

work varies considerably in kind and quality, yet together constitutes an invaluable guide to the 

literary history of the time. 

It is difficult to over-estimate the importance of minor poetry and it is one of the strengths 

of Finzi's collection that it is so rich in such material. Without minor poetry there can be no 

living tradition, and no conception of the literary history of any period may be gained without 

engaging with it. Here is not the place for an extended discussion, but I am anxious to make 

these points, for an appreciation of minor poetry is vital to an understanding of the importance 

and value of the books catalogued here. So often the educated reading public turns away from 

poetry and reads 'minor' novelists for relaxation, content to acknowledge the great poets whom 

they have encountered at school or university, but ignoring the lesser figures through mistaken 

notions that such work is dull or inferior and has little to offer. To spend an hour or two 

browsing in a library such as the Finzi Book Room might well dispel, or at least modify, some 

such notions.  
The books are arranged chronologically in botb the library and the catalogue, and in 

making some introductory remarks about the volumes from each period, I hope it will be 

understood that often I do not dwell on the standard editions of major authors preferring to 

concentrate on those works which are more unusual and therefore emphasise the special 

contours of the collection.  
The Old and Middle-English section of the library whilst understandably being the 

smallest nevertheless contains a highly representative selection of prose, poetry, and drama from 

the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries, several of the editions are the first modern printings, and 

many are definitive texts published by the Early English Text Society. Anthologies represent all 

the different poetic genres of the period; verse romances, allitera-tive poetry, and the more self-

consciously 'literary' followers of Chaucer, are all present. There arc anthologies of lyrics like 

those of the 'Harley Manuscript' (no. 2253, cd. G. L. Brook, Manchester 1948), or the minor 

poems of the 'Vernon Manuscript' (part one ed. C. Horstmann, part two cd. F. J. Furnivall, 

E.E.T.S. 1892-1901),and perhaps most interest-ing of all arc the collections of hymns and 

popular poetry which reflect a particular interest of Finzi's, doubtless through their connection 

with music. Amongst the most impressive of these is the twenty-eight volume collection of 

Early Engiisi: poetry, Ballads, and Popular Literature, published by the Percy Society from 

184010 1849, whilst Rymes of the Minstrels, taken from a fifteenth century manuscript and 

published in a limited edition in 1927, and Ancient Popular Poetry edited by J. Ritson published 

in a limited edition in 1884, are two of the more unusual anthologies. F. J. Furnivall's edition of 

Hymns to the Virgin and Christ taken from the 'Lambeth Manuscript' (E.E.T.S. 1867), and 

Charles Kennedy's translations of Early English Christian Poetry (Hollis and Carter 1952) 

represent the earliest divine hymns and meditations. 

 

Of the individual authors represented Chaucer is, of course, the central figure. The 

harsher more sombre poetry of his contemporaries Gower and Langland is also to be found; the 

works of Gower in the E.E.T.S. edition of 1890-1 edited by Macaulay, and Langland's Piers 

plowman edited by T. Wright (2nd edition 1887). Amongst the poets slightly later than Chaucer 

we have works by Lydgate, Hoccleve's works, Hawes' Pastime of Pleasure 
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and the English poems of Charles, Due d'Orleans. Lydgate and Hawes were imitators of Chaucer; both were 

courtly poets who used rhyme-royal to express ideas and ideals of scholasticism and chivalry inherited from 

the earlier middle ages. Hoccleve is a valuable poet though judged to have less range than Lydgate. Many 

passages of his poetry are heavily au tobiogra phical , and whilst these are sometimes embarrassing, they 

do give us a  
vivid image  of the London of his day. Charles,  Due d'Orleans  wrote ballads and  roundels 

in a personal  and  courtly manner. In their use of refrain  and their tonal variations these 

sometimes   suggest  a  pre-figuring of  the  more accomplished Elizabethan songs.  

Much  of the  most vigorous poetry of the fifteenth  and early  sixteenth centuries  was 

written  in Scotland  and is strongly represented.  There  are  two  sets of Henryson's works 

as well as an individual edition of The Testament of Cresseid (Faber 1943), whilst the edition of 

Dunbar's work is that edited by Mackenzie and published by the Porpoise Press in 1932. Gavin Douglas, 

whose translation of the Aeneid so impressed Pound, is represen-ted in an anthology of Scots mediaeval 

poetry. The work of these three, though drawing on Chaucer to some extent, has a variety of language and 

metre, a harsher, more muscular sound, which distinguishes it from the English poets' work. We should not 

forget too that these poets had a fine precursor in their own language, John Barbour, whose four-teenth 

century poem The Bruce is said to 'mark a decisive moment for Scottish literature being the first great 

poem which had a distinctively national theme and flavour'. The E.E.T.S. edition edited by Skeat and 

published 1870-89 is in the Finzi collection. 

 
Though there arc not so many volumes of prose and drama from this period the holdings are by no 

means negligible. Again there arc anthologies which deal with both areas, and several authors are 

represented together with one or two anonymous plays. Malory's Morte D'Arthur, the most well-known 

prose piece of the fifteenth century, is in some ways less interesting than Tile Voiage and Travayle of 

Syr John Moundeville, Knight (Dent 1928), or Tile Booke of Thenseygnemeutes and Techynge by 

Geoffrey de la Tour (cd. Rawlings, Newnes 1902). Apart from such imaginative works we have those of 

great historical and sociological interest notably the Poston Letters 1422-1509 (cd. Gairdner, Constable 

1900- I) and an autobiography dictated (as far as scholars are able to tell) by the illiterate mystic Margery 

Kempe. 

 
In moving to the Renaissance section of the library we find a similarly impressive range of books 

which, if by no means comprehensive in every area of writing, is impressively so with respect to poetry. 

From the poets of the 'drab' style with its metrical aberrations through the 'Golden-age' of the sonneteers to 

the meta physicals and Caroline poets, we have an invariably rich selection. Many of these books are the 

first modern printings pro-duced in the nineteenth century by dedicated scholars (I think particularly of 

Grosart) and  
published  for  private circulation in small limited editions. There  were several  series of 

such  publications, the 'Chcrtscy Worthies Library' and 'Fuller  Worthies' being two  of the 

most  prominent. The works of Sir John Beaumont, Nicholas Breton, Joseph Fletcher, 

Thomas Wash bourne and Francis Quarles may be found in these editions in the Finzi Book Room. 

Though many of these texts are now recognised to be corrupt, the volumes with their handsome bindings, 

heavy paper and attractive type remain of great histoi ic,  
aesthetic and bibliographical interest.          

It will be observed  that of the work represented in the 'Chertsey' or 'Fuller' editions, 

neither Breton's nor Southwell's poetry falls comfortably into any precise descriptive 

category. Breton is, as C. S. Lewis has observed, an ideal example of the transition  between 

poet ry of the 'drab' style  and that of the  'Golden'. It is a tribute to Finzi's tenacity  as  
a collector,   and  enthusiasm   as a reader, that  Breton's work is joined by that of George 

Gascoigne   and  John  Lyly  in marking  this development. The former's poetry is in J. W. 

Cunliffe's   two  volume  edition (Cambridge University Press 1907-(0) whilst the latter'S 
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complete works are edited by R. W. Bond (Oxford, Clarendon 1902). Thought to be by the same author 

we also have Queen Elizabeth's entertainment at Mitcham, which was published for the Yale 

Elizabethan Club by Yale University Press in 1953. Unlike that of Breton, Southwell's style is very varied 

and provides a more difficult task for the literary historian. In its more gnomic utterance it looks back to 

the 'drab', whilst other aspects of his work prefigure eighteenth century poetry. His work is most 

interesting though as an example of early metaphysical poetry, and in its contribution to the baroque 

Anglo-Catholic tradition, which together with the more didactic tradition of Quarles, Sylvester, and 

Greville, provides the religious poetic context for Millon's work. 

 

Although Finzi held no firm doctrinal Christian beliefs he did compose church music and his 

interest in religion is manifest throughout his library. All the best known figures of the Anglo-Catholic 

tradition, Donne, Giles and Phineas Fletcher, Herbert, Vaughan and Crashaw are represented as are 

Quarles, Greville and Sylvester of the more puritanical school. The latter is best known for his translation 

of Du Bartas' Divine Weeks which was one of Milton's favourite volumes. Finzi owned seventeenth 

century editions of both this and of Quarles' Divine Poems; the former being the 1641 edition printed by 

Robert Young and the latter being Marriot's 1642 edition. Finzi's collection of Quarles' work is also 

distinguished by several nineteenth century editions; Emblems Divine and Moral together with the 

Hieroglyphics of the Life of Man (Lansdown, Bristol 1808), Enchiridion (Baldwyn 1822) and The 

School of the Heart (Reynolds 1816). The popularity of Quarles' emblems was with the more educated 

reading public anxious for moral instruction of the most sober kind, whilst the ballad tradition continuing 

from its roots in Old and Middle English, and not without its own less immediately sombre moral 

implications, remained tbe most popular source of reading material for the less elevated members of 

society. As might be expected from my earlier remarks, Finzi's collect jon of such work in anthologies is 

particularly impressive, covering the whole period from 1500-1660. Two editions of the Roxburghe 

Ballads are included, that edited by Ebsworth and Chappell publisbed by Taylor and Co. 1871-99 and the 

1873-4 edition edited by Hindley and published by Reeves and Turner. Other noteworthy volumes of this 

kind include the Collection of Black-Letter Ballads and Broadsides printed in the reign of Queen 

Elizabeth between 1559 and 1597, published by Lilly in 1870, the Pepys Bal/ads in eight volumes edited 

by Hyder Rollins (Harvard U. P. 1929-32), and Cavalier and Puritan, which contains ballads and 

broadsides from the period of the great rebellion 1640-1660, edited also by Rollins (New York U. P. 

1923). 

 
 

 

Originally the pieces collected in these volumes would have been inseparable Irom their musical 

accompaniment, but such songs only represent one extreme in the enormous range of musical composition 

in this period. At thc other extreme we have ecclesiastical and secular polyphony, and in between lie the 

more self-consciously composed 'songs' which were so important to twentieth century English composers 

such as Finzi and Vaughan Williams, who wanted to continue the tradition. As Professor Mellors 

remarks, the great age of ELizabethan music roughly coincides with the life of William Byrd (1543-1623) 

and this was also the 'Golden Age' of Elizabethan poetry. It was a time when for most composers words 

were an integral consideration and it was not thought either particularly difficult or unusual to set poems. 

Like Finzi, Byrd and Morley viewed poetry and music as mutually enhancing rather than mutually 

exclusive. No wonder then that the poets of the 'Golden' period are fully represented in Finzi's library. 

The well-known names like Chapman, Sidney, Spenser, Daniel, Campion, Jonson and, of course, 

Shakespeare are fully represented, as are more minor figures like William Browne of Tavistock (The 

Poems ed. G. Goodwin, Lawrence and Bullen 1894) or Richard Barnfield whose poems are re-presented 

by a limited edition published by the Fortune Press in 1936. Other poets of this 
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period like Drayton and Raleigh oscillate stylistically between 'drab' and 'Golden' but both had very 

considerable talent. There are few more deservedly well-known sonnets from this period than Drayton's 

'Since there's no help', or lines more intense yet gently devotional than Raleigh's which begin 'Give me my 

scallop shell of quiet'. Certainly both these poems and others from both authors rise above the work of 

earlier 'drab' writers like Alexander Barclay and Thomas Howell whose work also appears in the Finzi 

collection.  
Not all poetry of this time however was lyrical. The humanistic passion of the Renaissance led 

authors to revive all ancient kinds including formal satire. Donne's satires are the most famous but we also 

have those of Lodge, Joseph Hall, Tourneur and Marston. We also have satiric epigrams such as those of 

John Weever contained in  
Epigrammes ill the Oldest ClII and Newest Fashion, 1599 (Shakespeare Head Press 1922) or Sir 

John Davies' which may be found in his Complete Poems (ed. Grosart, Chatto and Windus J 

876).  
It will be noticed that amongst the poets so far mentioned there are several famous also for 

their prose and drama. Just as this was the great period of English song when music and words 

were habitually thought of in conjunction, so it was the great age too of verse-drama. Inevitably 

we begin with Shakespeare. Finzi had the twenty-nine volume set of the works edited by Quiller-

Couch and J. Dover Wilson for Cambridge University Press, and a reduced facsimile of the First 

Folio published by Chatto and Windus in 1876, together with no fewer than sixty secondary 

works of criticism and exegesis. Nor was Finzi's collection lacking in works by other dramatists 

who besides writing pieces great in themselves provide a further context for thc understanding of 

Shakespeare. From the early Tudor period we encounter the works of Lyly, Marlowe, Kyd, Peele, 

Lodge, Nashe and the unfortunate Anthony Munday. The latter's work is more of a curiosity than 

anything else, and indeed he has been described with some venom as 'a dismal draper of 

misplaced literary ambition'! In his possession of the first modern printing of Munday's The 

Englisl: Romayne Lyle, we have an example of Finzi's recognition that however minor a work is, 

it is never entirely lacking in some kind of interest. 

 

Of the slightly later dramatists we have Marston, Toumeur and Webster celebrated for their 

revenge plays which deal with political and sexual corruption; we have Chapman and Jonson 

with their 'humour comedies' and their political concerns akin to those of Shakespeare, and we 

have Massinger, Ford, Heywood, Middleton, Shirley, Dekker, Beaumont and Fletcher, all fine 

writers, several of whom were revived by the distinguished criticism of T. S. Eliot. 

 

Renaissance prose has unfortunately not received such strong recommendation and it is 

therefore particularly pleasurable to find such a rich selection here. Religion inspired some of the 

greatest prose writings of the period amongst which is the work of the early Protestant reformers 

here represented by the Remains of Bishop Coverdale published for the Parker Society by 

Cambridge University Press in 1846, and Latimer's sermons published by the same society in 

1844-5. Of the later Anglican divines we have the sermons of Donne and Jeremy Taylor, whilst 

Bunyan, though catalogued in a later period, should be mentioned here in the Puritan interest, 

which is also of course represented by Milton's prose writings.  
The range of Elizabethan secular prose is displayed through the work of Sir Philip Sidney, 

Rob Greene, Lyly, Nashe and Thomas Deloney. Lyly's Euphues with its elevated style full of 

ornamentation, though not without delicacy and an aerial lightness of touch, gave its title to a 

style, the euphuistic, which also covers the work of Greene (Lyly's disciple and rival) and of 

Thomas Deloney. All these writers wrote 'novels', though that is perhaps not quite the precise 

word, for often narrative surrenders to naked moral discourse, and form is difficult to discern in 

these rambling medleys. Pamphleteers provide a more distinct prose form, one in which Thomas 

Nashe excelled. He poked fun with humanistic 
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indignation at the follies of his age and in so doing anticipated the re-birth of satire in poetry and drama. 

Pamphlets by Lyly, Greene, Breton and Dekker may also be found in the Finzi collection. In the 

seventeenth century, we not ooly find the expected Anatomy of Melancholy and Jonson's prose, 

but also that of Thomas Browne which may be seen as standing at the bead of the tradition 

which leads to De Quincey and Ruskin, and works by Selden, Izaak Walton and Aubrey which 

prefigure the eighteenth century preoccupation with biography and autobiography. 

 

Aubrey's Brief Lives, in the standard edition of 1898, is catalogued in the section which 

takes us from the Restoration to the Romantics (1660-1800), and this, like tbe case of Bunyan, 

points to the difficulties inherent in any rigid categorisation. The transition between the 

Renaissance and the eighteenth century is made by way of the Caroline poets and the 

Restoration dramatists. The former strictly speaking find their natural place in the Renaissance 

section as these poets derive their description from the reign of Charles 1 1625-1649, but the 

adjective 'Caroline' is extended to post-war poets of Charles Ii's reign. Hence the works of poets 

like Carew, Suckling, Lovelace, Randolph, Herrick, Wither and Waller arc catalogued in the 

Renaissance, whilst those of Rochester, Sedley, Oldham and Colton may be found in the later 

category. The Caroline poets were followers of Jonson and his influence resulted in their writing 

lyrics which fused clarity with a delicate limpidness. Some of these poets, particularly the earlier 

ones, incorporated metaphysical ingenuity into their work, but this was gradualJy displaced as 

the tradition developed towards the Augustan satire of Dryden and Pope. 

 

The eighteenth century is often and justifiably described as the age of Reason and Nature, 

but as often these words are given too narrow a definition and the view of the century distorted. 

'Nature' was not only the philosophic concept underlying that cosmic 'chain of being' given 

expression in Pope's Essay 011 Mall, and 'Reason' was not expounded as a truth which denied 

passion. Certainly in the satires of Dryden, Pope, Johnson, and Swift, Reason and Nature 

provided the standard of shared belief against which all manner of follies were measured and 

pilloried, and passion was onJy exhibited in the vigour with which this task was undertaken. But 

the other side of Augustan poetry is the pastoral, the meditative, in which emotion is so clearly 

evident that sometimes the verse may be accused of sentimentality, and indeed 'sentimentality' 

became enough of a fashion for if to be ridiculed in Henry Mackenzie's The Mall of Feeling, 
Nature in reflective poetry is seen in terms of the poet's delight in the countryside itself whilst it 

is also used as the basis for a 'meditative pathos' prefiguring the work of Wordsworth and the 

nineteenth century. 

Gerald Finzi loved the English countryside hence it is no surprise to find not only the 

work of the satirists but also a large and representative collection of Augustan landscape and 

pastoral poetry in his library. Many of these volumes are in handsome eighteenth and 

nineteenth century popular editions, amongst which are fifteen from the Cooke's pocket edition 

(1794-1804), eight from Bell's edition of British poets (1777-83) and ten from the later Aldinc 

editions (1830-53). The work of all the major figures from Butler to Swift is here and needs 

little comment, but one is obliged to notice the first collected edition of Dryden's Comedies. 

Tragedies and Operas which was published in 1701 by Tonson. The reflective tradition is 

represented by Cowper, Anne Finch (The Countess of Winchilsea), Collins, GOldsmith, Gray, 

Akenside, Thomson and Smart, together with a host of more minor figures like Mallet, Warton, 

Pomfret and Diaper. The poems of Parnell, Young, and Blair demonstrate the sombre and more 

melodramatic side of the tradition in their famous graveyard meditations. 
 

Prose in tbe Augustan age saw many developments. It was the great age of the periodical 

essay, witnessed the beginnings of the novel as we understand it today, and it gave rise to very 

distinguished diaries, memoirs, letters, biographies and autobiographies. 
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Finzi's library is rich in all these diverse areas. Swift and Johnson were the greatest exponents of the essay 

but besides their work we possess that of Addison and Spence together with the Spectator papers and the 

four volume edition of The Adventurer (1778). Turning to the novel we find Fanny Burney (whose work 

was one of Jane Austen's satiric targets in Northauger Abbey), Fielding, Smolleu, Defoe, Richardson, and 

Sterne. Beckford's Vathek is an example of prose fiction akin to Johnson's Rasselas and Goldsmith's 

Vicar 0/ Wakefield, whilst Horace Walpole's Castle of Otranto represents the beginnings of Gothic 
fiction. More unusual perhaps than these items is the wealth of non-fictional prose in Finzi's collection 

which assists us in gaining an imaginative understanding of the eighteenth century. There are the diaries of 

John Evelyn (1641-1706), Thomas Campbell (1775), Sylas Neville (1767-88), the incomparable Pepys, 

and lastly. ecboing the poems of Cowley and others, the diary of a country parson written in praise of rural 

retirement by James Woodforde. Amongst the letters those of Lady Mary Wortley Montagu stand out for 

their brilliant depiction of the society in which she moved, whilst those of Dorothy Osborne remain a sad yet 

instructive document of the pernicious influence of properly in the age of reason. Her position resembled 

that of Clarissa in Richardson'S novel, who opposed her parent's wish to marry against her inclination. The 

feminist theme continues in the memoirs of Mary WoLlstonecraft which are distinguisbed even in 

comparison with those contained in Boswell's London Journal and Journey to the Hebrides. A 

biography of near relations by Roger North, together with the autobiography of Gibbon with its high-flown 

prose, of Pepys and of CoUey Cibbcr, the best known actor of his day, repay bibliophile, scholar, and most 

importantly the interested layman, in his scrutiny of Finzi's library. 

 
 

 

Tn dealing with the eighteenth century I have delayed a discussion of the drama as this is the form 

least distinguished in the period. Nevertheless all the major genres of Augustan theatre find adequate 

representation; the tragedy and heroic tragedy in the works of Dryden, Otway, Lillo, and Rowe, 'humour' 

comedy and comedy of manners in Shadwell, Wychcrley, Congreve, Vanbrugh and Sheridan. On the 

periphery of theatre we have the comic-opera found in the work of Gay, Henry Carey and Bickerstaffe. 

 
So far, from the Old English to the Augustan period we have seen very representative selections of 

material covering all the major genres. We have noticed minor poets in abundance but nowhere has that 

element of idiosyncracy which I spoke of earlier been as clearly evident as it is in the disposition of books in 

the nineteenth and twentieth century collections. If one thinks of nineteenth century English literature one 

immediately thinks of the Romantic revolution and of the great Victorian poets and novelists. The closing 

decades of the century (despite an increasing amount of interest and scholarship) have been by comparison 

ignored, and it is in this area that Finzi's library is particularly strong, as it is in the Georgian period of the 

early twentieth century. This is not to say that the Romantics are ignored or mis-represented, but simply 

that there is a denser concentration of volumes from the later period. 

 

 
We have already mentioned Finzi's devotion to Wordsworth so it is no surprise to find thirty-eight 

volumes (including a considerable amount of criticism) devoted to that autbor. The other poets of Higb 

Romanticism, Keats, Coleridge, Byron, and Shelley are also well represented and there is a particularly 

strong collection of Blake (forty volumes). The work of the latter is catalogued in the eighteenth century 

but finds its place most naturally here, for in his aesthetic based on a theory of the poetic imagination he 

belongs to Romanticism in a way that Akenside and the other poets of the Augustan 

 
reflective mode do not. Besides this dense coverage of the major authors we also find an impressive 

selection of work from those minor Romantic poets who are now unfor-tunately so Little read despite some 

committed attempts by contemporary poets like John Heath-Stubbs to promote their work. Of these it is 

Jobn Clare, the poet closest to Words- 
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worth, who gains the most attention. The two volume edition of his works edited by TibbIe 

(1935) and the Poems of John Clare's Madness edited by Grigson (Routledge 1949) deserve 
special mention. Clare's letters, prose and biography are here too as are those of that 
much darker more Germanic poet Beddoes. The poetry of Hood, George Darley, James 
Hogg, Hartley Coleridge and Landor also grace the collection. One further volume that 
should be mentioned is William Mann's Rural Employments ill Spring (1825) if only 
because it is not held by the Britisb Library.  

Amongst the well-known names of the early and mid-Victorian period we have 
the work of Tennyson, Arnold, Robert Browning, and bis wife Elizabeth Barrett. (The 
latter'S Casa Guidi Windows is in the first edition of 1851, published by Chapman and 
Hall.) Of the more interesting minor figures WiUiam Barnes should be mentioned. He 
wrote poems in Dorsetshire dialect and was an influence on Thomas Hardy. W. J. Cory, 
T. E. Brown and Sydney Dobell, all lyrical poets, none of them profound but 
occasionally striking, should not be forgotten. The work of Edward Fitzgerald, famous 
as the chief translator of Omar Khayyam, is present including first editions of his 
letters, and that delicately contemplative religious poet Aubrey de Vere is represented 
by a first edition of his Song of Faith (1842).  

The greatest Victorian religious poetry though comes from the Jesuit Gerard 
Manley Hopkins whose style \\ ith its own distinctive music is based on the innovative 
sprung-rhythm. We have a first edition of his poems together with his letters and 
papers. Patmore's work with its passionate praise of domesticity and its expression of 
the Romantic theology of love is also present as is the now rarely read religious poetry 
of Dolben, Francis Thompson and Alice Meynell.  

Doubtless the presence of these authors is to some extent due to the taste of Finzi's 

generation. Tbese poets together with figures like W. S. Blunt, Robert Bridges, John 

Davidson, Ernest Dowson, A. E. Housman, Trench and Binyon were very much part of the 

Literary scene when Finzi was a young man. IL is indicative of the enormous changes of 

taste since tbe beginning of the century that of these poets only Housman is now widely 

read and even Bridges' reputation is not entirely secure. Through his efforts on behalf of 

Hopkins, Bridges ironically cast a shadow over his own work which has remained until 

quite recently when critics began tentative revaluations.  
It is though less surprising to find a large collection of Bridges' work (some thirty 

volumes including nine first editions) than other poets' in Finzi's collection, for Bridges was 

always deeply involved with music. His association and friendship with Sir Hubert Parry 

gave rise to several works notably four odes: Invocation (0 Music 1895, A Song of Darkness and 

Light 1898, Eton Memorial Ode 1908, and Chivalry of rile Sea 1916. Bridges also wrote an 

oratorio Edell with music by C. V. Stanford 1891, (Finzi has a first edition) and devoted 

much study to the singing of hymns. His belief that many popular hymns were dull or 

mediocre led him to translate, adapt, and write the Yattendon 11YI/1//(I1which appear-cd in 

four parts between 1895 and 1899, edited by Bridges in collaboration with H. Ellis 

Woodridge. Besides selling several of Bridges' poems Finzi was actively involved in trying 

to publish the fascinating letters between Bridges and Parry. Unfortunately Parry's side of 

the correspondence could not be found and publishers remained unwilling to print Bridges' 

leiters alone. Again we have an example of Finzi's selfless endeavours on behalf of other 

artists and it would be a pity if in the future his work were not brought to fruition and these 

leiters dealing with the technical intricacies of combining music and poetry did not find 

their fit audience through publication.  
If the presence of Bridges' work in Finzi's collection is then unsurprising, the opposite 

may be said when, in concluding our survey of late Victorian poets, we look at two groups, 

who, while differing entirely in poetic genre and quality, share a distance from the main- 
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stream of tradition. The works of the parodists and writers of comic-verse like Praed, Aytoun, 

Calverley, Dobson and Lang are fully represented, but far more valuable in every way is the 

collection of Pre-Raphaelite verse. Twenty-two volumes of Swinburne and twenty-one of Morris 

form an impressive nucleus which is supported by ample holdings of Christina and Dante 

Gabriel Rossetti, R. W. Dixon, P. B. Marston and the Irish poet William Allingham, Not 

precisely a Pre-Raphaelite, but certainly closer to Swinburne than to any of the less 'decadent' 

poets is Arthur Symons, whose The Symbolist Movement in Literature has been recognised by 

Frank Kermode as a seminal text for the development of modernist aesthetic. 

 

Prose writings of the nineteenth century are covered less evenly than in earlier periods. In 

this the great age of the novel we miss the works of Jane Austen, Dickens, George Eliot, tbe 

Bronte sisters, Mrs. Gaskell and George Gissing. Tbeir absence is due, at least in part, to the fact 

that after early manhood Finzi read few novels; having little time to spare be concentrated almost 

exclusively on reading poetry. Despite this we find adequate compensation for the notable 

omissions in the presence of works less popular and less accessible. We have, for instance, forty-

two volumes of Meredith including nine first editions, we have all the major works of George 

Moore, and fifteen volumes of Richard Jefferies whom Edward Thomas celebrated in a fine 

biography. The Romantic essayists, De Quincey, Lamb, Hazlitt and Coleridge are represented as 

is the art criticism of the later nineteenth century in the works of Pater, Ruskin, and Morris. 

Cardinal Newman, leader of the Oxford Movement and one of the greatest Victorian prose 

writers, is represent-ed by his Apologia Pro Vita Sua, and turning to political topics we have a 

fine selection of Cobbett's works, among which are a first edition of Cobbett's Tour in Scotland 

(1833) and the three volume definitive edition of Rural Rides (Peter Davies 1930). 

 

A large collection of books (forty-three volumes) is devoted to another socialist writer, 

George Bernard Shaw. All his major dramatic and prose writings are here including first editions 

of nine works. The nineteenth century was by no means a great period for drama, and with Shaw 

the works of Oscar Wilde and J. M. Barrie represent the best theatre of the Victorian age. 

 

Just as the work of Shaw extends well into the twentieth century so with two other major 

authors we have not mentioned yel. Yeats and Hardy straddle the centuries and both recall the 

earlier nineteenth century in some aspects of their work, and prefigure modernism in others. 

Predictably Finzi's interest in Hardy is reflected in a large holding of his works together with 

much secondary material. The Wessex edition of 1919-31 is augmented by early editions of 

several lesser known pieces like The Famous Tragedy of the Queen of Cornwall (1923), Our 

exploits at West Poley (1952) and a facsimile of The Three Wayfarers in a limited edition (1944). 

Although the Yeats collection is not quite so large it too has some impressive volumes. Amongst 

the first editions we have those of Four Plays for Dancers (1921), A full moon in March (1935), 

Later Poems (1922), Wheels and Butterflies (1934) and The Winding Stair and Other Poems 

(1933). Also interesting for the Yeats enthusiast is a copy of the magazine The ArrolV Vol. 1 no. 

4, edited by Yeats, together with the 'Yeats' commemorative edition of the same magazine 

(1939).  
The twentieth century has by far the largest number of volumes and like the nine-teenth 

century collection the prose and drama holdings arc very uneven, whilst the poetry although 

almost comprehensive is weighted heavily towards Georgian verse and the tradi-tion which 

derives from it. The grandiloquent title 'Georgian' was coined by Sir Edward Marsh who edited 

the five volumes of Georgian Poetry (1911-12, 1913-15, 1916-17, 1918-19, and 1920-22) 

published by Harold Monro from the Poetry Bookshop. As Robert Ross shows the adjective was 

applied in 1912 to mean 'new', 'modern', 'energetic' but by 1922 had come to connote everything 

opposite to this. In its inception Georgian poetry 
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was intent on breaking free from the outworn diction of Victorian poetry epitomised by Tennyson, and to 

gain for poetry a new audience. In this ambition the Georgians pre-figured a perennial concern of later 

poets, but unlike these the Georgians were surprisingly successful. Each anthology was reprinted, the early 

ones several times, their sales rivalled only by those of Rupert Brooke's Poems (1911) which by 1932 

had sold 100,000 copies and Masefield's Collected Poems of 1923 which by 1930 had sold an 

equal number.  
Despite the efforts of scholars like Ross to defend all that is best in Georgian poetry, the 

adjective still carries with it a weight of censure and dismissal barely paralleled in English 

literary history, and those poets like Graves, D. H. Lawrence, Rosenberg, Blunden and Sassoon, 

whose reputations are deservedly secure, tend to be dissociated from the Georgian movement 

although all of them were published in the anthologies. Concentrating on a deliberately 'low' 

style in an attempt to re-vitalise poetry as Wordsworth had done, much Georgian poetry has its 

roots in the English countryside, delighting as Blundcn said, in the kind of beauty that was of 

'Flora and the country green'. Homely virtues arc cele-brated and strains of the Victorian 

celebration of domesticity may be clearly heard, if modulated through a somewhat more modern 

diction. For the most part metres were traditional and the poetry cosy, although Brooke created 

an outrage by writing indelicately of sea-sickness and Bottomley occasionally indulged himself 

in the gratuitously grotesque. The latter examples are less the rule than the exception and in the 

pre-war years the delibe-rate simplicity of description and sentiment found its audience. The 

slow demise of Georgian poetry began with war-time disillusion in about 1916. After the 

holocaust with its immense political and cultural repercussions Georgian poetry was too far 

removed from the majority's experience of reality to continue in popularity. The war completed 

the urbanisation and industrialisation which had been going on for more than a century. The 

poetry of Eliot incorporated this landscape in a way that nobody had done before. Avant Garde 

European movements like Futurism which in their inception were pre-war began to gain a 

foothold in England. Slowly modernism arrived leaving the Georgian poets as the bastion of 

Conservatism and a tradition which was outmoded. Poets continued to write in a 'Georgian' way 

for a long lime, even in the 1940s its influence may be clearly discerned in poets like Laurence 

Whistler, Leonard Clark or Frances Cornford, but by then other styles had made Georgianism 

into a literary backwater. 

 

It it too easy to undervalue the Georgian poets in comparison to the achievement of Eliot 

and his followers. At its best the Georgian mode gave rise to some fine lyrics and the movement 

as a whole is quite essential to a proper understanding of the poetry of the First War. For all its 

much vaunted 'realism' the work of Sassoon, Owen, Rosenberg and Blunden, remains 

conditioned by Georgian language and form. We must not forget either that contemporary poets 

like Larkin and R. S. Thomas owe more to Georgianism than they do to Eliot or Pound. Of the 

forty poets who appeared in the Georgian an-thologies, thirty-five are represented in Finzi's 

library and of the omissions only Rosenberg's work is serious. There are a staggering 450 

volumes devoted to those poets who are there, many of which are first editions, with particularly 

impressive collections of Masefield (81 volumes), Blunden (63 volumes, many of them signed 

by the author), W. H. Davies (37 volumes), Walter de la Mare (48 volumes), Sassoon (23 

volumes), Graves (31 volumes) and Drinkwater (25 volumes). Not all of these books are of 

poetry, for aU the authors mentioned wrote in other forms and Sassoon, Graves and Blunden are 

equally celebrated as prose writers. It is important too that we remember that aU these writers 

went on working well after 1930. 

 

Sassoon, Graves and Blunden have a reputation too in terms of war literature, and there is 

no lack of material by other celebrated writers of the First World War. Wilfred Owen, Ivor 

Gurney, Charles Sorley, David Jones and Edward Thomas are fully represented. 
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The latter is often associated with Georgian poetry though his work never appeared in the anthologies. In 

his delight in rural life and landscape Thomas does resemble the Georgians but at his best has a clarity and 

muscularity, a depth of psychological and emotional penetration which goes beyond all but the best of their 

work.  
Though Finzi's twentieth century collection is dominated by  Georgian poetry the  

work of Eliot is represented as is that of bis followers in later generations. Eliot's poetry with its intellectual 

vigour, emotional subtlety, dislocation and self-conscious adoption of urban imagery did not particularly 

appeal to Finzi's taste, nevertheless most of the poetry and poetic-drama is here, including first editions of 

The Family Reunion (1939), Four Quartets (1944), The Cocktail Party (1950), and The 

Confidential Clerk(1954). Auden, the first of a younger generation to see Eliot as a great 

harbinger of a distinctly 'modern' poetry, is also present. In the late 1920s he adopted Eliot's 

vaunted 'Classicism' as a tenet of good poetry. The word is highly misleading with respect to 

both poets and simply indicates a poetic practice which seeks a spare, elliptical utterance 

eschewing aU redundant connectives and epithets. This is hardly enough to crush the essentially 

Romantic impulse to forge wholeness from disintegration, which underlies the work of both 

poets.  
Auden's name rightly or wrongly is inseparable from that of poets like Day-Lewis, 

Spender, MacNcice and John Lehmann who were all to one extent or another his disciples. All 

responded to the economic depression and international turbulence of the 1930s by trying to 

write a more public poetry, that was at least in their own minds socialist if not Marxist. To a 

reader looking back, tbe poems, when separated from the mythology that the poets themselves 

helped to create, seem only an expression of middle-class guilt and of confused ideology. Auden 

often sounds more like a radical Tory than a Marxist, whilst Spender and Lehmann are liberal 

and obviously Romantic. Day-Lewis in his The Magnetic Mountain is the most overtly political 

and left-wing just as he is the most naive. MacNeice is the least pretentious and most common-

sensical of these writers, his healthy scepticism helping him as it helped Orwell to escape the 

sentimentalities, confusions and dishonesties of the others. At the close of the thirties Auden 

openly, and Spender and Day-Lewis tacitly, admitted that it had been a 'low dishonest decade' 

and subsumed their politics in other concerns. 

 

The work of all these poets may be found in the Fiozi room together witb that of John 

Cornford and Julian Bell, who were both killed fighting for the Republican cause in Spain, and 

more serious communists like Edgell Rickword and Hugh MacDiarmid. Finzi, though, would not 

let politics intrude on his commitment to poetry and it is a strength of the collection that the 

unfashionable works of Roy Campbell may be found here in abun-dance. Campbell was a right-

wing Roman Catholic who, besides elegant lyrics, wrote vitriolic satire in an Augustan manner. 

However distasteful his faith in, and support for, Franco must seem to us, that did not blind Finzi 

to the qualities of his best writing.  
Politics as Connolly anticipated were to some extent 'in abeyance' in the poetry of the 

19405. Little critical attention has been paid to this decade as yet and the common idea of it as a 

period of decadent Nee-Romanticism is as much a myth as the common view of the thirties. Both 

decades though share a concern for audience, and one of the most interesting features of the 

poetry of both decades is the way in which poet.s attempted to modify a predominantly private, 

and sometimes esoteric, tradition to cope with public events. As well as the continuing work of 

Auden et al. there was much poetry of a very high quality indeed written during the forties. 

Finzi's library is so rich in this material that it is only possible to mention very briefly a few 

names. Keith Douglas and Sidney Keyes arguably the two greatest losses to English poetry of the 

Second War are here, together with such various talents as Terence Tiller, Alan Rook, F.T. 

Prince, Henry Treece, Kathleen Raine, Anne Ridler, Alun Lewis, John Heath-Stubbs, Drummond 

Allison, 
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Martyn Skinner and Vernon Watkins. Several of these poets are still writing and thanks to co-operation 

between Joy Finzi and the University Library work since 1956 (when Gerald Finzi died) has been added 

to the collection. Publications by poets of later genera-tions have been similarly purchased bence we have 

work by Dannie Abse, Sylvia Plath, Ted Hughes, Geoffrey Hill and several others. 

 
Against this wealth of poetry it is easy to lose sight of the prose and dramatic writings of tbe 

twentieth century collection. Altbough far less comprehensive and less evenly distributed the major 

novelists are all represented. Wc have some work by D. H. Lawrence, Wyndham Lewis, Katherine 

Mansfield, Sean 0' Casey, Christopher Isherwood and a wider selection of Virginia Woolf, T. E. 

Lawrence, E. M. Forster and James Joyce, Minor figures include Chesterton, Hilaire Belloc and Adrian 

Bell, Unfortunatcly drama must be  
dealt with in a similarly cursory fashion for space will not allow elaboration. Further indication is found in 

this area that the more heavily intellectual aspects of modernism were not to Finzi's taste. Just as the works 

of Ezra Pound are ignored so we find only one work by Samuel Beckett. Eliot's verse drama we have 

already mentioned and some of the experimental drama of Auden and Isherwood may also be found. 

Otherwise we have two volumes of Pinter'S plays and various pieces by minor playwrights such as James 

Bridie and Clifford Bax. 

 

 
Closing my remarks I am inevitably aware of the ultimate impossibility of communi-cating a full 

sense of the riches in Gerald Finzi's library. Because it is pre-eminently' English' in character I have not 

mentioned the few American writers represented or had space to describe the considerable collection of 

translations from the Classics and European litera-ture. AU I can do is recommend those to the reader's 

attention. Similarly it has not been possible to mention all the first or limited editions here or the presses 

represented. Neverthe-less I have attempted to give some impression of the catholicity of the collection 

and a balanced view of its many strengths and few weaknesses. The Finzi Book Room should not be 

thought of as either a collector's library or that of a scholar. As Mrs. Finzi remarked to me, these books 

were very personally 'opened'. Many of them contain press cuttings of interesting articles and reviews; 

others, such as the Collected Poems of Hardy, have their index marked in pencil showing Finzi's 

considerations as to which pieces he would set. It is then pre-eminently a working library and 

with its seclusion, its airy spaciousness, and the original furnishings from Finzi's library at 

Ashmansworth, it en-capsulates a moment of history whilst retaining a personality that creates 

an ideal atmos-phere for reading and study. It is to be hoped that this room will become an 

appropriate memorial to Finzi's life and work, by users who share his own enthusiasm for, and 

dedi-cation to, the arts of poetry and music. 

 
 

 

Adrian Caesar December 1979 



 

THE ARRANGEMENT OF THE CATALOGUE 
 
 

 

THE BOOKS in the Finn Book Room are arranged on the shelves in a roughly chronological order 

and so a chronological arrangement has been adopted for the catalogue. After sections of general 

critical studies and anthologies there are five main sections which follow the periods used by the 

New Cambridge Bibliography of English Literature: the Anglo-Saxon and Middle English period 

(To 1500); the Renaissance to the Restoration (1500-1660); the Restoration to the Romantics 

(1660-1800); the Nineteenth Century (1800-1900); the Twentieth Century (1900-). 

 

For each period the critical studies and anthologies are followed by a section devoted to 

individual authors arranged alphabetically, with the books about a particular author listed after 

works by him. The allocation of authors who fall into more than one period is according to the 

New Cambridge Bibliography which means, for example, that W. B. Yeats and O. B. Shaw are 

to be found in the Nineteenth Century section. There is an index of poets at the end. 

 

Place of publication is London unless otherwise stated and the number of volumes is given 

where there is more than one.  
The University Library is adding books to the Finn Book Room to fill gaps in the 

collection and to augment those areas in which it is already strong. The catalogue includes 

additions up to 31 July 1980. 
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Ed. Orby Shipley. 2nd cd. Burns and Oates, 1894  
Carols and poems.from  the fifteenth century 10 the present time. Ed. A. H. Bullen. John C. Nimmo,  

1885  
Cassell's anthology of English poetry, Ed. Margaret and Desmond Flower. Cassell, 1938 

A Celtic anthology. By Grace Rhys. George G. Harrap, 1927 

The century's poetry. 1837-1937: all allthology. Ed. Denys Kilharn Roberts. 2v. Penguin Books, 

1938 (Pelican books A39-40)  
Challgingopinions. By George Bilainkin. Methuen, 1938  
A Christmas anthology, Benn, (1925) (Augustan books of poetry)  
Christmas carols. Ed. D. L. Kelleher. Benn, [1927] (Augustan books of English poetry, 2nd ser., 18) 

 

Chronicles of the tombs: a select collection of epitaphs. By Thomas Joseph Pettigrew. H. G. Bohn, 1857 

(Bohn's antiquarian library) 

 

The city without walls: all anthology selling forth  the drama of human life. Ed. Margaret Cushing  
Osgood. Jonathan Cape, 1932  

A collection of poems in six volumes by several hands. Ed. Robert Dodsley. 6v. R. and J. Dodsley, 1763 

 

A collection of the most esteemed pieces of poetry, that have appeared for several years, wit" variety of  
originals. By the late Moses Mendez, Esq., and other contributors to Dodsley's collection, to 

which this is intended as a supplement. 2nd ed. Richardson and Urquhart, 1770 

Come hither: a collection of rhymes and poems for the young of all ages. Ed. Walter  de  la  Mare.  
Constable, 1923 (1924 reprint)      

Corn from olde [ieldes : an anthology of Ellglish poems from the XIVth  10 the XVlIth  century.   Ed. 

Eleanor M. Brougham. John Lane The Bodley Head. 1918  (1922 reprint) 

Country poems. Ed. Geoffrey Grigson. Edward Hulton. 1959 (Pocket poets) 

A country zodiac.  Chatto and Wind us. 1941  (Zodiac books)  
The countryman's week-end book. By Eric Parker. Seeley Service, (1946)  (Week-end library) 

Curiositles of titerature. By Isaac Disraeli.   Ed. B. Disraeli. 3v. G. Routledge, 1858 

A Daily Telegraph miscellany.  Ed. J. B. Firth.   Hutchinson, [1940] 

Daily Telegraphsecond miscellany, Ed. J. B. Firth. Hutchinson. (1941) 

Daily Telegraph third miscellany. Ed. J. B. Firth. Hutchinson, (1942) 

Daily Telegraphfourth miscellany, Ed. Campbell Dixon. Hutchinson, (1947) 

Davison's Poetical rhapsody. Ed. A. H. Bullen. 2v. George Bell, 1890-1 No. 94 of limited cd. of 520 

copies 

 

Diversions: all anthology. Ed. C. H. Wilkinson. Oxford U.P., 1940  
The Dubli» book of Irish verse, 1728-1909. Ed. John Cooke. Dublin, Hodges, Figgis, 1924  
Early one mortling, ill the spring: chapters on children and Oil childhood as it is revealed ill particular ill  

early memories and ill early writings. By Walter de la Mare. Faber & Faber, 1935  
England: all anthology. Published for the English Association by Macmillan, 1944  
The English and SCali ish ballads. Ed. Francis James Child. 8v. Boston, Little, Brown, 1866 No.  

60 oflirnited ed. of 100copies  
4n English book of light verse. Ed. Guy Boas. Macmillan, 1944  
Englishelegies. Ed. J. C. Bailey. John Lane The Bodley Head, 1900 (Bodley Head anthologies) 

English epigrams and epitaphs. Ed. Aubrey Stewart. Chapman & Hall, 1897 
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English epitlialamies. Ed. Robert H. Case. John Lane, 1896 (Bodley Headanthologies)  

The English galaxy  0/ shorter poems. Ed. Gerald Bullett.  J. M. Dent, 1933    

English literary criticism.  Ed. C. E. Vaughan. Blackie, (1926] (Casket Library)  

English pastorals. Ed. Edmund K. Chambers. Gresham Publishing Co., 1906 (Warwick library) 

English prose. Ed.  William  Peacock.  5v.  Oxford  U.P.,  1921-2  (1944-9  reprints)   (World's 

  classics)        
Ed. W. Peacock.  Oxford  U.P.,  1903  (1933 reprint) English  prose  from Mandeville to Ruskin. 

  (World's classics)       
Ed. H. A. Treble.  Oxford  U.P., 1916  (1946 English  prose, narrative, descriptive and dramatic. 

  reprint) (World's classics)              

English sal ires. Ed. Oliphant Smeaton. Blackie, (1925] (Casket library)    

English songs and ballads. Ed. T. W. H. Crosland. Rev. ed. Oxford U.P., 1927 (World's classics) 

English  tales in verse. Ed. C. H. Herford. Blackie, [1925] (Casket Library)   

English  verse.   Ed. W. Peacock.   5v.  Oxford U.P., 1928-31  (World's classics)   

The English vision: (/11 anthology. Ed. Herbert Read.  Eyre & Spottiswoode, 1933   

The Englishman  and the sea:  (III anthology, Ed. Christopher  Lloyd.   George Allen & Unwin, 1946 

Epitaphs. Ed. Eleanor M. Brougham. Benn, (1927] (Augustan books of English poetry, 2nd ser., 

  17)   
0/ sacred  verse. Ed. Gordon Crosse. A. R. Mowbray, 1923  (1924 reprint) 

 
Everyman's book  

The fireside book: a miscellany  for you & me. Ed. Arthur Stanley. Victor Gollancz, 1934  
The fountain a/magic.  By Frank O'Connor.  Macmillan, 1939      

Gleanings  ill graveyards: (I collection 0/ curious  epitaphs. Ed. Horatio Edward Norfolk. 2nd ed. 
  John  Russell Smith, 1861              
Gleanings a/scarce  old ballads.  Ed. Peter Buchan.  Aberdeen, D. Wyllie, 1891   

God 0/ a hundred names:  prayers of many peoples and creeds. Ed. Barbara Greene and Victor Gollancz. 

  Victor Gollancz, 1962   
Ed. Arthur Stanley. J. M. Dent, 1938 

  
The golden road: (III anthology  of travel,   

A golden treasury oj Irish verse. Ed. Lennox Robinson. Macmillan, 1925 (J 930 reprint)  
A goiden treasury of irish verse. Ed. Lennox Robinson. Macmillan, 1927 (Golden treasury series) The 

golden treasury ofScottish poetry. Ed. Hugh MacDiarmid. Macmillan, 1940 

The golden treasury 0/ the best songs and lyrical  poems  ill the  English  language. Ed. Francis Turner 

Palgravc. Oxford U.P., 1914  (1918 reprint) (World's classics) 

The golden treasury 0/ the best songs and lyrical  poems  in the English  language. Ed. Francis Turner 
Palgravc.  Oxford U.P., 1928  (World's classics)    

Good company. Ed. Arthur Stanley. Victor Gollancz, 1941    

The good  life:  all anthology 0/ the life and work of the countryside,  ill prose  and poetry. By C. Henry 
Warren. Eyrc and Spottiswoode, 1946     

The green garden: (/ I/ew collection  0/ Scottish  poetry. Ed. James Fergusson. Oliver and Boyd, 1946 

A handbook  0/'freedom:  a record 0/ Ellglish democracy through twelve centuries. Ed. Jack Lindsay and 

Edgell Rickword.  Lawrence & Wishart, 1939 
By Maurice Baring. William Heine- Have you anything to declare?  A 1I0te book with commentaries. 

mann, 1936        
The heritage 0/ poetry: Ellglish poems from Chaucer to the present day. Ed. Philip Wayne. Longmans, Green, 

1940 

The house 0/ tronquillity: an anthology /01' today. Ed. Arthur Stanley. Eyre and Spottiswoode, 1941 
 

Humorous verse: all anthology, Ed. E. V. Knox. Chauo  & Windus,  1950  (Phoenix anthologies) 

Hymns  as poetry: all anthology, Ed. Tom Ingram and Douglas Newton. Constable, 1956 

I am galle into the fields: (1/1 anthology. Ed. B. L. Edwards. Ernest Benn, 1929 

Til and out 0/ doors. By Susan, Charlotte and Christopher and their parents Amabel and Clough 

Williams-Ellis. George Routledge, 1937 
In praise a/poverty. Athenaeum Press, (192-]  
Thejackdaw's nest : afivefold anthology, Ed. Gerald Bullett. Macmillan, 1939 

The Kemish  garland. Ed. Julia H. L. De Vaynes. 2v. Hertford, Stephen Austin, 1881-2  
The knapsack : a pocket-book 0/ prose and verse. Ed. Herbert Read. 2nd ed. George Routledge, 1942 

(1943 reprint) 
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Landmarks: a book of topographical verse for England and Wales. Ed. G. Rostrevor Hamilton & John Arlott. 

Cambridge U.P., 1943  
The less familiar nursery rhymes. Ed. Robert Graves. Benn, 1927 (1931 reprint) (Augustan books of English 

poetry, 2nd ser., 14) 

Lillygay  : an anthology of anonymous  poems. Steyning, Vine Press, 1920 No. 64 of Limiteded. of 550  

if lillie 

copies 
Ed. Bowyer Nichols. Methuen, 1903  (Little library) book of English sonnets. 

A lillie book of life and death. Ed. Elizabeth Waterhouse. 13th ed. Methuen, 1910  (Little library) 

The little  torch:  quotations  from  diaries of the past for every  day of the year. Ed. Arthur  Ponsonby 

  (Lord Ponsonby of Shulbrede). George Routledge, 1938   

Eyre & Spottiswoode, The London book  of English  verse.   Ed. Herbert Read and Bonamy Dobree. 

1949  
Look l the sun. Ed. Edith Sitwell. Victor Golla nez, 1941  
Love's helicon; or,  The progress of  101ledescribed ill English verse. Ed. John Hayward. Gerald  

Duckworth,  1940  
Lyra elegantiarum : a collection of some of the best social and occasional verse by deceased English authors. 

Ed. Frederick Locker-Lampson. Rev. ed. Ward, Lock, 1891 (Minerva library of famous books) 

 

Lyra mystica: all anthology of mystical verse. Ed. Charles Carroll Albertson. Macmillan, 1932 Lyric poetry of 

glees. madrigals. catches, rounds. canons, and duets. Ed. Thomas Ledford Bellamy.  
Richard and John Edward Taylor, 1840  

Lyrics from the old song books. Ed. Edmonstoune Duncan. George Routledge, 1927 The major 

pleasures of life. Ed. Martin Armstrong. Victor GolJancz, 1934 

Many  voices: a collection  of poems  suitable for  choral speech. Ed. Mona Swann. 2v. Gerald Howe,  
1934  

Metrical epitaphs. ancient and modem. Ed. John Booth. Bickers, 1868 The minor 

pleasures of life. Ed. Rose Macaulay. Victor Gollancz, 1934 

Miscellanies of the FIIlIer Worthies' library. Ed. Alexander B. Grosart. 4v. Printed for private circulation, 

l870-6 

 

More diversions:  all alltho logy. Ed. C. H. Wilkinson. Oxford U.P., 1943  
My favourite English poems. Ed. John Masefield. William Heinemann,  1950  
The myrtle and vine ..or, Complete vocal library. Ed. C. H. Wilson. 4v. West and Hughes, 1800 Nero and other 

plays. Ed. Herbert P. Horne ct al. Vizetclly, 1888 (Mermaid series: the best plays 

of the old dramatists)  
The nelll book of English verse. Ed. Charles Williams. Victor Gollancz, 1935  
The lIew Golden  treasury of songs & lyrics. Ed. Ernest  Rhys. J. M. Dent,  1914 (1926 reprint)  

(Everyman's library)  
A nelV treasury of English verse. Ed. Guy Boas. Macmillan, 1939 

Northern garlands. Ed. Joseph Ritson. R. Triphook, 1810  
The Northern muse: an anthology of Scots vernacular poetry. Ed. John Buchan. Thomas Nelson, 1931 (1936 

reprint)  
Old and true: (1/1 extemporary anthology, /939-1945. Published for The Times by the English Uni-versities 

Press, 1945 

 

Old ballads.  historical  and narrative, with some  of modem date. Ed. Thomas Evans. New cd. rev. 
R. H. Evans.  4v.  R. H. Evans, 1810     

Old Scotch songs and poems. Ed. Sir James Wilson.  Oxford U.P., 1927  

On foot : all anthology. Ed. Hugh Macdonald. Oxford U.P., 1942  
Ed. Samuel J. Looker. One plum  more:  the Grey  Walls anthology of lesser-known  poems.  /586-/903. 

Billericay, Grey Walls Press, 1941   
By Adrian Bell. Faber and Faber, 1936 The open air: an anthology  of English country life. 

The open road: a little book for wayfarers. Ed. E. V. Lucas. 33rd ed.   Methuen,  1923 

The out-of-doors  book. Ed. Arthur Stanley. J. M. Dent, 1937  (Open-air library) 

The Oxford book of ballads. Ed. Arthur Quiller-Couch. Oxford, Clarendon Press, 1924 The Oxford 

book of Christian verse. Ed. Lord David Cecil. Oxford, Clarendon Press, 1940  
The Oxford book of English mystical verse. Ed. D. H. S. Nicholson and A. H. E. Lee. Oxford, Clarendon Press, 

1921 
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The Oxford book of English prose. Ed. Sir Arthur QuiUer-Couch. Oxford, Clarendon Press, 1925 (1940 reprint) 

 

The Oxford book of English talk. Ed. James Sutherland. Oxford, Clarendon Press, 1953  
The Oxford book of English verse, 1250-1918. Ed. Sir Arthur Quiller-Couch. Oxford, Clarendon Press, 

1939 

 

The Oxford book of light verse. Ed. W. H. Auden. Oxford, Clarendon Press, 1938  
A pageant of England's life presented by her poets. Ed. John Drinkwater. Thornton Butterworth, 1934 

 

The pageant of English poetry:  being 1150 poems and extracts by 300 authors. Ed. R. M. Leonard. 
Oxford U.P., 1922       

A paradise of English poetry.   Ed. H. C. Beeching.  2v. Rivington, Percival, 1893  

The pattern of courtesy: an anthology. Ed. Gerald Bullett.   J. M. Dent, 1934  

The pattern offreedom, ill prose and verse. Ed. Bruce L. Richmond. Faber and Faber, 1940 
A peck of troubles; or, AI/ anatomy of woe.  Ed. Daniel George. Jonathan  Cape, 1936  

Apedtar's pack ofballads and songs. Ed. W. H. Logan. Edinburgh, William Paterson, 1869 

The Pelican book of English prose.   5v. Penguin Books, 1956 (Pelican books, A360-4)  
The Penguin book of comic and curious verse. Ed. J. M. Cohen. Penguin Books, 1952 (1954 reprint) 

(Penguin poets, D 19) 

 

Tile Penguin book of Engltsh verse. Ed. John Hayward. Penguin  Books,  1956 (Penguin  poets,  
D32)  

The personal note; or, First and last words from prefaces, introductions, dedications. epilogues. Ed.  
Herbert J. C. Grierson and Sandys Wason. Chatto & Wind us, 1946  

Pick and choose: a gallimaufry. Ed. Daniel George. Jonathan  Cape, 1936  
Planet and glow-worm: a book for the sleepless. Ed. Edith Sitwell. Macmillan,  1944  
The pleasure ground: a miscellany of English writing. Ed. Malcolm Elwin. Macdonald,1947 This  

copy was given to Helen Thomas by Valentine Ackland  
The pleasures of poetry: a critical anthology. Ed. Edith Sitwell. 3v. Duckworth, 1930-2  
The pocket book of poems and songs for  the open air. Ed. Edward Thomas. Jonathan Cape,  1928  

(Travellers'{ibrary)  
Poems from  the Irish. Ed. Eileen Power. Benn, [1927J (Augustan books of English poetry, 2nd  

scr., II)  
Poems of death. Ed. Phoebe Pooi. Frederick Muller, 1945 (New excursions into English poetry) Poems of 

sleep and dream. Ed. Carol Stewart. Frederick Muller, 1947 (New excursions into  
English poetry)  

The poetic remains of some of the Scottish kings. Ed. George Chalmers. John Murray,  1824  
Poetry and life: 01/ anthology of English Catholic poetry. Ed. F. J. Sheed. Shoed & Ward, 1943  
The poetry makers: a graded anthology of poetry for secondary schools. Ed. James McGrath. Book  

4. Bodley Head, 1968 (Bodley Head series)  
The poetry of nature. Ed. Leonard Clark. Rupert Hart-Davis, 1965  
Poetry of the English -speaklng 1II0rld. Ed. Richard Aldington. William Heinemann,  1947  
The poets'Hfe of Christ, Ed. Norman Ault. Oxford U.P., [1922J  
Poets of the English language. Ed. W.  H. Auden  and  Norman Holmes  Pearson.   5v.  Eyre & 

Spottiswoode, 1952 

Ed. W. H. Auden and John Garrett. 

 

The poet's tongue: all anthology, G. Bell, 1935 

A posy offolk songs. By R. L. Gales.   Herbert & Daniel, 1912  
Quain) gleaningsfrom ancient poetry: a collection of curious poetical compositions of the XV Ith, XV Ilth 

and XVIlJth  centuries.   Ed. Edmund  Goldsmid.   Edinburgh,  Priv. print.,  1884  (Collect- 

anea Adamantaea, I) Limited ed. of275 copies  
The quiet spirit: an anthology of poems old & new. Ed. Frank Eyre. Oxford U.P., 1946  
Reading at random: an anthology chosenfrom  'The world's classics'. By Ben Ray Redman. Oxford  

U.P., 1933 (World's classics)  
A religious anthology. Benn, [1926] (Augustan books of modern poetry)  
A religious anthology, Eyre & Spottiswoode,  (1943) (Augustan poets)  
Remains of Nithsdale and Galloway song. Ed. R. H. Crornek. Paisley, Alexander Gardner,  1880  
Robin Hood: ballads and songs relating to that celebrated outlaw. Bell and Daldy, 1862  
A sailor's garland. Ed. John Masefield. 2nd ed. Methuen,  1908 
 

II 



Scotish ballads and songs, historical and traditionary. Ed. James Maidmenl. 2v. Edinburgh. William 

Paterson. 1868  
Scotish songs. Ed. Joseph Ritson. 2v. J. Johnson,  1794  
A SCOlSgarland: an anthology of Scottish vernacular verse. Ed. Thomas Henderson. Edinburgh,  

Grant & Murray. 1931          

The Scottish ballads. Ed. Robert Chambers. Edinburgh. William Tait, J 829   

Scottish poetry from Barbour to James VI. Ed. M. M. Gray.   J. M. Dent. 1935   

Sea poems.  Ed. Myfanwy Piper. Frederick Muller. 1944 (New excursions into English poetry) 

Sea sequel to the Week-end book. Ed. Marion Coates. Nonesuch Press. 1935  

J. Nichols, A select collection of poems with notes, biographical and historical. Ed. J. Nichols. 8v. 
1780-2           

Select Scotish songs, ancient and modem. Ed. R. H. Cromek. 2v. T. Cadell and W. Davies. 1810 

Selected English sermons: sixteenth to nineteenth centuries. Oxford U.P.• 1939  (World's classics) 

The seven stars of peace: an anthology for the times.  Ed. Arthur Stanley. J. M. Dent. 1940 

Shakespeare to Hardy: all anthology of English lyrics. Ed. A. Methuen. Methuen. 1922  

Soldiers' verse. Ed. Patrie Dickinson. Frederick Muller. 1945 (New excursions into English poetry) 

 

Some English poems. Ed. Edmund and Claire Blunden. Hong Kong. Hong Kong Cultural Enter-prise. 

1962 

 

Songs and lyrics from the English masques and light operas. Ed.  Frederick  S. Boas. George  G. 

Harrap, 1949  
Songs and lyricsfrom the English playbooks. Ed. Frederick S. Boas. Cresset Press, 1945  
Songsfrom David Herd's manuscripts. Ed. Hans Hecht. Edinburgh. William J. Hay. 1904 Limited cd. of 

850 copies 

 

Tile songs of Scotland, prior to Burns. Ed. Robert Chambers. Edinburgh.  W. & R. Chambers.  1862  
Specimens of old Christmas carols. Percy Society, 1841. With this is bound:  

Old balladsfrom early printed copies. Ed. J. Payne Collier. Percy Society. 1840  
Specimens of the British poets. Ed. Thomas Campbell. Newed. John Murray, 1841 Signed by editor 

 

Specimens of the early Englishpoets. Ed. George Ellis. 5th cd. 3v. Henry Wash bourne, 1845 Specimens of 

the later English poets. Ed. Robert Southey. 3v. Longman, Hurst, Rees and Orme, 

1807  
Specimens. with memoirs. of the less-known British poets. Ed. George  Gilfillan. 3v. Edinburgh,  

James Nichol, 1860  
The squirrel's granary:  a countryman's  anthology, Ed.  Sir William  Beach Thomas. Alexander  

Mae1ehose, 1936  
Study 10 be quiet: GIl English nature anthology. Ed. B. L. Edwards. Ernest Berm, 1928  
The stuffed owl: an anthology of bad verse. Ed. D. B. Wyndham  Lewis and Charles  Lee. J. M.  

Dent. 1930  (1935 reprint)             

The sun dances: prayers and blessings from  the Gaelic. Tr. Alexander  Carmichael. Ed.  Adam 

Bittleston.  Christian Community Press. (1960)        

Supplement to the British poets. Ed. Thomas Park. v.I-5. J. Sharpe, 1809  
J. M. Dent, Table talk by various writers, from Ben Jonson to Leigh Hunt, Ed. James Thornton. 

1934  (Everyman's library)            
The testament of light: all anthology. Ed. Gerald Bullett. J. M. Dent. 1932 (1933 reprint) 

The testament of mall: all anthology of the spirit. Ed. Arthur Stanley.  Victor Gollancz, 1936 

That immortal garland. Ed. Bertrand Harris Bronson. Faber and Faber, 1943  

These alsot an anthology, Ed. M. M.Johnson. Cambridge U.P.• 1945   

This England: an anthologyfrom her writers. Ed. Edward Thomas. Oxford U.P., 1915  

The tide of time in English poetry. By Henry Newbolt. 2nd cd. Thomas Nelson, 1925 ('Teaching 

of English' series)              

The lime of the singing of birds. Henry Frowde, 1910      
Collins, (1934) Tom Tiddler'sground: a book of poetry for children. Ed. Walter De La Mare. 

The tramp's anthology. Ed. Stephen Graham.  Peter Davies, 1928 (1930 reprint)  
Travellersverse.   Ed. M. G. Lloyd Thomas.  Frederick Muller, 1946 (New excursions into English 

poetry)               
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Treasure trove:  being good things lost and found. Ed. John O'London,  George Newnes,  (1925) 
(John O'London's  little books)              

A treasury 0/ English prose. Ed. Logan Pearsall Smith.   Constable, 1943      
A treasury of minor British poetry. Ed. J. Churton Collins. Edward Arnold, 1896    

The treasury 0/ sacred song: selected/rom the English lyrical poetry 0/four centuries. Ed. Francis 

T. Palgrave.   Oxford, Clarendon Press, 1906  (Oxford miscellany)      

A treasury of unfamiliar lyrics. Ed. Norman Ault. Victor Gollancz, 1938      
The true drunkard's delight. Ed. William Juniper. Unicorn Press, 1933      

Varia: a miscellany 0/ verse & prose, ancient & modem. Ed.  Eleanor M.  Brougham. William 

Heinemann, 1925      
Ed. Clifford Bax. 

 
Hollis & Carter, 

   
Vintage verse: (Ill anthology of poetry in English.  1945  

Viscount Samuel's Book 0/ quotations. 2nd ed. James Barrie, 1954       
Visionary poems and passages; or. The poet's eye. Ed. Geoffrey Grigson.  Frederick Muller,  1944 

(New excursions into English poetry)            

The vocal miscellany: a collection 0/ above four hundred celebrated songs. 2nd ed. Joseph Hazard, 

1734                  

The week-end book.   New ed.  Nonesuch Press, 1928          

The white wallet.   By Pamela Grey, Rev. ed. J. M. Dent, 1928        

A winter miscellany. Ed. Humbert Wolfe. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 1930      

The wisdom of life: an anthology. Newed. Watts, 1938 (1945 reprint)      

Wit's looking-glass: French epigrams. madrigals. etc. 0/ all periods chosen and reflected ill English verse. 
Ed. George R. Hamilton. William Heinemann, 1934 

Words and days: a table-book of prose and verse. Ed. Bowyer Nichols. Oxford U.P., 1941  

The words 0/ the most favourite pieces performed at the Glee club, the Catch club, and other public 
societies. Ed. Richard Clark. Philanthropic Society, 1814 

Writers on writing, Ed. Walter Allen. Phoenix House, 1948  

A year 0/ grace: passages chosen & arranged to express a mood about God and mall. By Victor GoJlancz. 

Victor Gollancz, 1950 

 

Yet more comic and curious verse. Ed. J. M. Cohen. Penguin Books, 1959 (Penguin poets, D 48) 
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THE ANGLO-SAXON AND MIDDLE ENGLISH  

PERIOD (TO 1500) 

 

IDSTORIES AND STUDIES 
 
ATKINS,JOHNWILLIAMHEY English literary criticism: the medieval 

phase. Cambridge U.P.,  1943  
BONE,GAVINDAVID Anglo Saxon poetry: all essay with specimen translations ill verse. Oxford, 

Clarendon Press, 1943  
CHAMBERS,IR EDMUNDKERCHEVER English literature at the close a/the middle ages. Oxford, 

Clarendon Press, 1945 (Oxford history of English literature) 
 

The mediaeval stage. 2v. Oxford  UP.., 1903 (1925 reprint) 

COULTON,GEORGEGORDON Life ill the middle ages. 2nd cd. 4v. Cambridge UP.., 1928-30 

(Cambridge anthologies) 
 

CHAYTOR,HENRYJOI-IN From script to print : (1/1 introduction to medieval literature. Cambridge 

U.P., 1945 
 

GEDDIE, WILLIAM A bibliography 0/ Middle Scots poets. William Blackwood, 1912 (Scottish text 

society. First series, 61) 
 

HALLIWELL,JAMESORCIIARO A dictionary 0/ old English plays. John Russell Smith, 1860 

KENNEDY,CHARLESWILLIAM The earliest English poetry: a critical survey. Oxford U.P., 1943 
K.eR,WILLIAMPATON The dark ages. Edinburgh, William Blackwood, 1904 (Periods of European 

literature,  I) 

Ellglish literature : medieval. Williams and Norgatc, [1912J (Home university library of 

modern knowledge) 
 

PINTO,VIVIANDE SOLA The Ellglish renaissance, 1510 - 1688. Cresset Press, 1938 

(Introductions to English literature, v.2) 
 

RENWICK,WILLIAMLINDSAY,and OilTON, HAROLD The beginnings 0/ Ellglish literature to 

Skelton, 1509. Cresset Press, 1939 (Introductions to English literature, v.l)  
SAINTSBURY,GEORGE EDWARDBATEMAN The flourishillg 0/ romance and the rise 0/ 

allegory. Edinburgh, William Blackwood, 1923 (Periods of European iterature,l 2)  
SMITH,GEORGEGREGORY The transition period. Edinburgh, William Blackwood, 1927 

(periods of European literature, 4) 
 

SNIlLL, FRIlDERICKJOliN The age 0/ Alfred, 664 - 1154. G. Bell, 1912 (Handbooks of English 

literature) 
 

The age 0/ Chaucer (1346 - 1400). George  Bell, 1901 (Handbooks of English literature) 

The age of rransition, 1400 - 1580. 2v. G. Bell, 1905 (1931 reprints) (Handbooks of English 

literature) 
 

The fourteenth century, Edinburgh, William Blackwood, 1923 (Periods of European 

literature, 3) 
 

WADDELL,HilLENJANIl Poetry in the dark ages: the eighth W.P. Ker memorial lecture. Glasgow, 
Jackson, 1948 (Glasgow university publications, 75) 

YOUNG,KARL The drama of the niedieval church. 2v.

 Oxford.  Clarendon Press, 1933 
 
 

 

ANTHOLOGIES (To 1500) 
 

Ancient popular poetry:  from authentic manuscripts and old prln ted copies. Ed. Joseph  Ritson. 2v. 



 
Edinburgh, Priv. print.,  1884 (Collectanea  Adamantaca, 5 - 6) Limited ed. of 275 copies 

Ancient songs and ballads from the reign 0/ King Henry the second to the revolution. Ed. Joseph 

Ritson. 3rd ed. rev. W. Carew Hazlitt. Reeves and Turner, 1877 

Anglo Saxon poetry. Tr.  R. K. Gordon. J. M. Dent, 1926 (1930 reprint) (Everyman's library) 

The Babees' book. Tr. Edith Rickert. Chauo  & Wind us, 1923 (Medieval  library) 

Ballads: a selectlon. Ed. Frank Sidgwick. Sidgwick and Jackson,  1925 

The Cell 0/ Self Knowledge: seven early English mystical treatises printed by Henry Pepwell ill 1521. 

Ed. Edmund G. Gardner. Chauo  & Windus, 1910 (New medieval library) 

The earliest English poems. Tr. Michael Alexander. Penguin,  1966 
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Early ballads, illustrative of history. traditions. and customs; also Ballads and songs of the peasantry of 

England. Ed. Robert BeU. George BeU, 1877 (Bohn's standard Library) 

Early English Christianpoetry. Tr. Charles W. Kennedy. Hollis & Carter, 1952  
Early English lyrics: amorous, divine, moral & trivial. Ed. E. K. Chambers & F. Sidgwick. Sidgwick 

& Jackson,  1907  (1921 reprint)  
Early English poetry, ballads and popular literature of the Middle Ages. 28v. Percy Society, 1840-49 Early 

English romances in verse: romances of friendship. Done into modem English by Edith Rickert.  
Chatto & Windus, 1908 (New medieval library)  

Early English romances in verse : romances of love. Done into modern  English by Edith Rickert.  
Chatto & Windus,  1908 (New medieval library)  

Early popular poetry of Scotland and the Northern border. Ed. David Laing. Rev. W. Carew Hazlitt.  
2v. Reeves and Turner, 1895  

Early Scottish poetry: Thomas the rhymer, 10/111 Barbour, Androw of WYlltoulI. Henry the minstrel.  
Sands, [1891] (Abbotsford  series of the Scottish poets)  

English lyrics of the Xlllth century. Ed. Carleton Brown. Oxford, Clarendon  Press, 1932  
English miracle plays. moralities and interludes. Ed. Alfred W. Pollard. Oxford, Clarendon Press, 1923 

 

Fifteenth century prose and verse. Ed. Alfred W. PolJard. Constable, 1903  
Fourteenth century verse & prose. Ed. Kenneth Sisam. Oxford, Clarendon Press, 1921 

Gesta Romanorum, Tr. Charles Swan. Routledge, [1924] (Broadway translations) 

The Harley lyrics: the Middle English lyrics of MS. Harley 2253.  Ed. G.L. Brook.  Manchester  U.P., 1948  

(Publications of the University of Manchester,  no. 302. English series, no.25) Hymns  to the Virgin & 

Christ, The Parliament of devils & other religious poems.  Chiefly from  the  
Archbishop of Canterbury'S Lambeth MS. 110. 853. Ed. Frederick J. FurnivaU. Trtibner, 1867 

(Early English text society, original series, 24) 

 

A mediaeval anthology: being lyrics and other short poems chiefly religious. Ed. Mary G. Segar. 

Longmans, Green, 1915 

Mediaeval Scottish poetry: King lames the first, Robert Henryson, William Dunbar, Gavin Douglas. Sands, 

[1892] (Abbotsford series of the Scottish poets)  
The minor poems of the VernonMS. Pt. I, ed. C. Horstmann. Pt, 2, ed. F. J. Furnivall. 2v. Kegan Paul, 1892 

- 1901 (Early English text society, original series, 98, 117)  
Political. religious, and love poems (some by Lydgate, Sir Richard Ros, Henry Baradoun, Will. Huchen} 

from the Archbishop of Canterbury's Lambeth MS. 110. 306. Ed. Frederick J. Furnivall. Kegan Paul, 

1903 (Early English text society, original series, 15) 

Popular ballads of ttie olden rime. Ed. Frank Sidgwick. 4v. A. H. Bullen (vA Sidgwick & Jackson), 1903-

12 
 

Religious lyrics of the XIVlh century, Ed. Carleton Brown. Oxford, Clarendon Press, 1924 Religious lyrics 

of the XVlh century. Ed. Carleton Brown. Oxford, Clarendon Press, 1939 Religious pieces ill prose & verse. 

Ed. from Robert Thornton's MS. (cir, 1440) by George G. Perry. 

Trubner,  1889  (Early English text society, original series, 26)  
Remains of the early popular poetry of England. Ed. W. Carew Hazlitt. 4v. John Russell Smith, 1864-6 

(Library of old authors) 

 

Rymes of the minstrels. selectedfrom a MS. of thefifteenth century. Shaftcsbury, Dorset, High House 
Press, 1927 No. 153 of limited ed. of 230 copies 

 

Scottish ballad poetry. Sands, [189-] (Abbotsford  series of the Scottish poets)  
Secular lyrics of the XIVlh and XVtll centuries. Ed. Rossell Hope Robbins. Oxford, Clarendon Press, 1952  
Selectionsfrom ancient Irish poetry. Tr. Kuno Meyer. Constable, 1928 (Constable'S miscellany) The silver 

branch : a collection of the best old Irish lyrics, variously translated. Ed. Sean 0' Faolain. 
Jonathan Cape, 1938 

Storm. and other Old English riddles. Tr. Kevin Crossley-Holland. Macmillan,  1970  
The Thornton romances. Tile early English metrical romances of Perceval, Isumbras. Eglamour, and 

Degravant . Ed. J. O. Halliwell. Camden Society, 1844 

Three early English metrical romances. Ed. John Robson. Camden Society, 1842 A 

treasury of Middle English verse. Ed. Margot Robert. Dent, 1930  
Two medieval lyrics. Ed. John Saltmarsh. Cambridge, Cloanthus  Press, 1933 No.  132 of limited 
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ed. of 300 copies 

 

INDIVIDUAL AUTHORS  (To 1500) 
 

ADAM NAN, Saint Adamnani Vita S. Columbae. Ed. 1. T. Fowler. Oxford, Clarendon Press, 1894 
 

ASHBY, George George Ashby's poems. Ed. Mary Bateson. Kegan Paul, 1899 (Early English 

text society, extra series, 76) 

A UDELAY, John The poems 0/ John A udelay. Ed. E. K. Whiting. Oxford U .P., 1931 (Early 

English text society, original series, 184) 
BARBOUR, John The Bruce; or the book 0/ the most excellent and noble prince, Robert de Broyss. 

King 0/ Scots. Ed. Walter W. Skeat. Triibner, 1870-89 (Early English text society, 
extra series, I1,21,29,55) 

BEOWULF The tale 0/ Beowulf. Tr. William Morris and A. J. Wyatt. Longrnans, Green,  1904 

Beowulf  ill modem verse. Tr. Gavin Bone. Oxford, Blackwell, 1945 

Widsith, Beowulf, Finnsburgh, Waldere, Deor. Tr. C. Scott Moncrieff. Chapman & Hall, 1921 
The boke 0/ curtasye "(III Englisit poem 0/ the 14th century, Ed. J. O. Halliwell. Percy Society, 1841 

CHARLES D'ORLEANS The English poems  0/ Charles 0/ Orleans. Ed.  Robert Steele. 2v. 

Oxford U.P., 1941 (Early English text society, original series, 215, 220)  
CHAUCER, Geoffrey The complete works a/Geoffrey Chaucer. Ed. W. W. Skeat. Oxford U.P., 1919 
 

The poetical works 0/ Geoffrey Chaucer. From the text of Professor Skeat. v.I-2. Oxford 

U.P.,1903-4 (World's classics) 
 

The poetical works of Chaucer. Ed. F. N. Robinson. Oxford U.P., (1933)  (Cambridge poets) 

The Canterbury tales. From the text of W. W. Skeat, Oxford U.P., 1935 (World's classics) 

The Canterbury tales. Tr. Nevill Coghill. Penguin, 195I 

BENNETT,HENRY STANLllY Chaucer and the fifteeth century, Oxford, Clarendon Press, 1947 

(Oxford history of English literature, 2i) 
 

COGIIILL,NEVILL The poeI Chaucer. Oxford U.P., 1950 (Home university library of modern 

knowledge) 
 

HAOOW,GRACEELEANOR Chaucer and his times. Williams and Norgatc, 1914 (Home 

university library of modern knowledge) 
 

MASEr-IELO,J  liN Chaucer. Cambridge U.P., 1931 

RICKeRT,EDITH Chaucer's  world. Ed. C. C. Olson and M.M. Crow. Oxford U.P., 1948 
Cleanness " all alliterative  tripartite poem  011the Deluge. the destruction 0/ Sodom and the death 0/  

Belshazzar. By the Poet of Pearl. Ed. Israel Gollancz. Oxford U.P., 1921 (Select early 

English poems, 7)  
DAFYDD AP GWILYM Twenty-five poems. Tr. Nigel Heseltinc, Banbury, Piers Press, 1968 The 

departing soul's address to the body. Tr. S. W. Singer. Luke James Hansard, 1845  
DUNBAR, William The poems 0/ William Dunbar. Ed. W. Mackay Mackenzie. Edinburgh, 

Porpoise Press, 1932  
The English Charlemagne romances, pt. 5. The rotnaunce 0/ the Sowdone 0/ Babylone. Ed. E. 

Hausknecht. Triibncr, 1881 (Early English text society, extra series, 38)  
ERKENWA LD St. Erkenwald (bishop 0/ London 675-693) " all alliterative poem, written about 1386. 

Ed. Israel Gollancz. Oxford U.P., 1922 (Select early English poems, 4) 

'Everyman' with other interludes including eight miracle plays. Dent, 1909  (1917 reprint) 

(Everyman's library) 

GOWER, John The English works 0/ John Gower. Ed. G. C. Macaulay. 2v. Kegan Paul, 1890-1 

(Early English text society, extra series, 81-2)  
HAWES, Stephen The pastime a/pleasure. Ed. W. E. Mead. Oxford U.P., 1928 (Early English text 

society, original series, 173) 

HENRYSON, Robert The poems 0/ Robert Henryson. Ed. G. Gregory Smith. v.J-2. William 
Blackwood, 1914, 1906 (Scottish text society, 1st series, 55,64)  



The poems and fables 0/ Robert Henryson. Ed. H. Harvey Wood. Edinburgh, Oliver & Boyd, 

1933 
 

The testament 0/ Cresseid. Ed. Bruce Dickins. Faber, I943 
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HOCCLEVE, Thomas Hoccleve's works. v.I, ed, F. J. Furnivall, v.2, ed. r. Gollancz. Oxford U.P., 

1892-1924 (Early English text society, extra series, 61, 73)  
HOLLAND, Sir Richard The buke of the How/at. Ed. David  Donaldson. Paisley, Alexander  

Gardner,  1882  
JOCELIN OF BRAKELOND The chronicle of Jocelin of Brakeland. monk of St. Edmundsbury. Tr.  

L. C. Jane. Chauo & Windus, 1922  (Medieval library)  
KEMPE, Margery The book of Margery Kempe. Ed. W. Butler-Bowdon. Oxford U.P., 1954 (World's 

classics) 

LANGLAND, William Piers Plowman. Tr. Arthur Burrell. Dent, 1912 (1931 reprint) (Every-man's 

library) 

 

The vision and creed of Piers Ploughman. Ed. Thomas Wright. 2nd ed. 2v. Reeves & Turner, 1887 

 

The vision 0/ Piers the plowman. Tr. W. W. Skeat. Chauo & Windus, 1922 (Medieval library) 

Visions from Piers Plowman, Tr. Nevill Coghill. Phoenix House, 1949  
LA TOU R LAN DR Y, Geoffroy de The Booke of thenseygnementes and techynge  that the knyght of  

the towre made to his daughters. Ed. G. B. Rawlings. George Ncwnes, 1902 

The Libelle  of Elig/yshe Polycye : a poem on the lise of sea-power, 1436. Ed. Sir George Warner. 

Oxford, Clarendon Press, 1926  
LYDGATE, John The minor poems of John Lydgate. Ed. H. N. MaeCracken. pt II. Secular poems. Oxford 

U.P., 1934 (Early English text society, original series, 192)  
Lydgate's Reson & sensuallyte. Ed. Ernst Sieper. 2v. Kegan Paul, 1901-3 (Early English text 

society, extra series, 84, 89) 

MALORY, Sir Thomas Le morte d'Arthur. 2v. Dent. 1906 (1930 reprint) (Everyman's library)  
MANDEVILLE, Sir Joh 0 The voiage and travayle of Syr JOhl1Maundeville, knight. With 'he Journal!  

of Frier Odoricus. Dent, 1928 (Everyman's library)  
The merry devil of Edmalltall : a comedy. Ed. Hugh Walker. J. M. Dent, 1897 (Temple dramatists) The 

Orkneyinga saga. Tr. Alexander Burt Taylor. Edinburgh, Oliver & Boyd, 1938  
The Pasion letters, 1422-1509. Ed. James Gairdner. 4v. Archibald Constable, 1900-1 The 

Paston letters. Ed. L. Archer-Hind. 2v. Dent, (1924) (Everyman's library) 

The Poston letters : a selection. Ed. M. D. Jones. Cambridge U.P., 1909 

BENNErr,HENRYSTANLEY The Pastons and their England. Cambridge U.P., 1922  
ROLLE, Richard English writings of Richard Rolle. Ed. H. E. Allen. Oxford, Clarendon Press, 1931 

 

CO~{PER,FRANCESMARGARETMARY The life 0/ Richard Rolle, together with an edition 0/ his English 

lyrics. Dent, 1933     

& Wind us, 1923  (Medieval ROSWTTHA The plays of Roswitha.  Tr. Christopher St. John. Chatto 
library)       

The plays 0/ Roswitha. Tr. H. J. W. Tillyard. Faith Press, 1923  
The Song 0/ Roland. Tr. C. Scott Moncrieff. Chapman & Hall, 1919  

The Song 0/ Roland. Text of Oxford MS. English translation. Faber, 1937 

THOMAS A KEMPIS   The imitation of Christ.  Harrap, (1911)  (Choice books) 

Torrelll of Portugal,  Ed. J. O. HalliweU.  John Russell Smith, 1842  

WILLIAM OF SHOREHAM The poems of William of Shoreham.  Ed. M. Konrath.   pt. I. Kegan 

Paul, 1902. (Early English text society, extra series, 86) 
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THE RENAISSANCE TO THE RESTORATION 
 

(1500-1660) 
 
 

mSTORIES AND STUDIES 
 
ATKINS, JOHN WILLIAM HEY English literary criticism.' the 

renascence. Methuen, 1947  
BENNElT,  JOAN Four metaphysical poets,' Donne, Herbert,  

Vaughan, Croshaw. Cambridge U.P.,  
1934  

BOAS,FREDERICK SAMUEL An introduction to Stuart drama. Oxford

 UP.., 1946  
An introduction to Tudor drama. Oxford, Clarendon Press, 1933  

BULLEN, ARTHUR HENRY Elizabethans. Chapman and Hall, 1924 (1925  

reprint)  
BUSH, DOUGLAS English literature ill the 

earlier seventeenth century, 1600-1660. Oxford, Clarendon  
Press, 1945 (Oxford history of English literature, 5)  

CIIAMDERS, SIR EDMUND KERCHEVER The Elizabethan stage. 4v. Oxford,

 Clarendon Press, 1923  
DOUGHTY, WILLIAM  LAMPLOUGH Studies  In 

religtous poetry  of the seventeenth century. Epworth  
Press, 1946  

ELIOT, THOMAS STEARNS Elizabethan essays. Faber, 1934  
FReEMAN, ROSEMARY English emblem books. Chauo & Wind  us, 1948  
GREG, SIR WALTER WILSON Pastoral poetry &pastor{/I drama,' a literary inquiry, with special 

reference to the pre-restoration stage III England. A. H. Bullen, 1906  
GRIERSON, SIR HERBERT JOHN CLIFFORD Cross currents in English literature of the seventeenth 

century. 

Penguin Books, 1966 (Peregrine   books, Y 58)      

The first half of the seventeenth century. Edinburgh, William Blackwood, 1906 Periods( of 

European iterature,l 7)       

HANNAY,  DAVID The later  renaissance.  Edinburgh, William Blackwood, 191 I (Periods of 

European literature, 6)       
HARRISON, GEORGE BAGS~IAWE The Elizabethan journals " being a record of those things most talked 

of  
during the years 1591-1603. Routledge, 1939 

Elizabethan plays and players. Routledge, 1940 

HUSAIN, ITRAT The mystical element in the metaphysical poets of the seventeenth century.   Edinburgh, 

Oliver and  Boyd,  1948   
lNG, CAHII!RINE MILLS Elizabethan lyrics,' a study in the development of English metres and their 

relation to poetic effect. Chatto & Windus, 1951  
JUSSERAND, JEAN ADRIEN ANTOING JULGS The English 

novel in the time of Shakespeare. T. Fisher  
Unwin,1890 (1908  reprint)  

LEE, SiR SIDNEY Great Englishmen of the sixteenth century.

 Nelson, [1910]  
LEISHMAN, JAMES BLAIR The metaphysical poets .' Donne,
 Herbert,  Vaughan, Traherne. Oxford, 

Clarendon Press, 1934  
LEWIS, CLIVE STAPLES English literature in  the  sixteenth century, excluding drama. Oxford,  

Clarendon Press, 1954 (Oxford history of English literature, 3)  
MASTERMAN, JOHN  HOWARD  BERTRAM The age of Milton. 7th ed. G.  Bell,

 1915  (1937 reprint)  
(Handbooks of English literature)  

PINTO, V,V'AN DE SOLA English 

biography ill tile seventeenth century " selected short lives. Harrap,  
1951 (Life,  literature, and thought library)  



POLLARD, ALOrJRT FREDERICK The Elizabethans  and the empire.

 (From the Proceedings of the  
British Academy, v.IO) Oxford U.P.,  [1921] (Raleigh lecture on history)  

QUENNELL, PETER COURTNEY Aspects of seventeenth century verse.

 Cape, 1933  
SAINTSOURY, GEORGE EDWARD  BATEMAN The earlier renaissance. Edinburgh,

 William Blackwood,  
1923 (Periods of European literature, 9)  

A history of Blizabethan Iiteroture. Macmillan, 1928  
SCHELLING, FELIX E. Elizabethan drama, 1558-1642. 2v. Boston, M ass.,  

Houghton Mifflin, 1908  
SECCOM_OE,THOMAS, and ALLEN, JOHN WrLLlAM The age of 

Shakespeare (J579-1631). 2nd ed. 2v.  
G. BeU, 1904 (1930 and  1934 reprints) (Handbooks of English literature)  

Sl;UTH, DAVID NICHOL Characters 

from the histories & memoirs of the seventeenth century. Oxford,  
Clarendon Press, 1918 
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S~t1TH, HALLETT DARIUS Elizabethan poetry : a study  ill conventions, 

meaning,  and expression.  
Cambridge, Mass., Harvard U.P., 1952 

SYMONS,ARTHUR Studies in the Elizabethan drama. Heinemann, 1920 

TILLYARD,EUSTACEMANDEVILLEWETENHALLThe Elizabethan world picture. Chauo & 
Wind us, 

1943 
WEDGWOOD,C1CELYVERONICASeventeenth-century English literature. Oxford U.P., 1950 

(Home university library of modern knowledge) 
 

WHlTE,BEATRICEMARYIRENE All index to 'The Elizabethan stage' and 'William Shakespeare: a 

study offacts and problems' by Sir Edmund Chambers. Oxford, Clarendon Press, 1934 
 

WILLEY,BASIL The seventeenth century background. Chauo & Wind us, 1942 

WIl.sON,FRANKPERCY Elizabethan and Jacobean. Oxford, Clarendon Press, 1945 
 

 

ANTHOLOGIES (1500-1660) 
 

An anthology of English poetry: 16th and 17th centuries. 1503-1683. By Kathleen Campbell. Thornton 

Butterworth, 1929 (Home university library of modern knowledge) 

Captain Cox, his ballads and books, or Robert Laneham's Letter. Ed. Frederick J. Furnivall. For the 
Ballad Society by Taylor and Co" 1871 With this arc bound Jy! of Breyntfords Testament 
by Robert Copland, 1871,and Love-poems and humourous ones, 1874  

Cavalier and Puritan : ballads and broadsides illustrating the period of the great rebellion, 1640-1660.  
Ed. Hyder E. Rollins. NewYork U.P., 1923 

Cavalier lyrics and other 17th century love poems, Chauo and Wind us, 1941 (Zodiac books) 

Choyce drollery: songs & sonnets. From the edition of 1656. Ed. J. Woodfall Ebsworth. Boston, 
Lincs., Robert Roberts, 1876 No. 299 of limited ed. of 400 copies, signed by the printer 

A collection of seventy-nine black-letter ballads and broadsides, primed in the reign of Qlleen Elizabeth, 

between the years 1559 and 1597. Joseph Lilly, 1870 
A compendious book of psalms and spiritual songs, commonly known as 'The gude and godlie ballotes',  

Edinburgh, W. Paterson, 1868  
The dramatic writings of Richard Edwards, Thomas Norton. and Thomas Sackville. Ed. John S. Farmer. 

Early English Drama Society, 1906 (Early English dramatists) 
 

Eight metaphysical poets. Ed. Jack Dalglish. Heinemann, 1961 (1965 reprint) Elizabethan love lyrics. 

Ed. John Hadfield. Edward Hulton. 1958 (Pocket poets) Elizabethan lyrics. Ed. W. S. W. Anson. 
George Routledge, [1905) (Broadway booklets) Elizabethan lyrics: a critical anthology, Ed. 
Kenneth Muir. Harrap, 1952 (Life, literature, and 

thought library) 
Elizabethan lyricsfrom the original texts. Ed. Norman Ault. 3rd cd. Longmans, Green, 1949 

Elizabetltan plays. Ed. Hazelton Spencer. Macmillan, 1934 
Elizabethan tales, Ed. Edward].  O'Brien. Allen & Unwin, 1937 

England's Helicon. Ed. A. H, Bullen. John C. Nimmo. 1887 No. 140 of limited cd. of 500 copies 
England's Helicon. Frederick Etchells and Hugh Macdonald, 1925 (Haslewood books) No. 816 

oflimited cd. of9oo copies 
England's Helicon. Ed. Hugh Macdonald. Routledge, 1949[i.e. 1950) (Muses'library) 

England'S Parnassus. Compiled by Robert Allot. 1600, Ed. Charles Crawford. Oxford, Clarendon 

Press, 1913 
English lyric poetry. 1500-1700. Ed. Frederic lves Carpenter. Blackie, [1925) (Casket library) 

English madrigal verse, 1588-1632. Ed. E. H. Fellowes. 2nd ed. Oxford. Clarendon Press, 1929 

English masques. Ed. Herbert Arthur Evans. Blackie, [1925) (Casket library) 

Five anonymous plays (fourth series). Ed. John S. Farmer. Early English Drama Society, 1908 (Early 

English dramatists) 
 



FilleElizabethan comedies. Ed. A. K. Mcllwraith. Oxford U.P., 1934 (World's classics) Fivepre-

Shakespearean comedies. Ed. Frederick S, Boas. Oxford U.P.• 1934 (World's classics) The golden 

pomp : a procession of English lyrics from Surrey to Shirley. Ed. A. T, Quiller Couch. 
Methuen, 1895 

The gude and godlie ballatis.  
A handefull of pleasant delites. 

Ed. lain Ross.  Edinburgh,  Saltire Society. (1940)  (Scottish classics) 

By Clement Robinson and divers others.   Reprinted from the original 
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edition of 1584. Spenser Society, 1871  
A handefull of pleasant delites. By Clement  Robinson aod divers others. Ed. Arnold Kershaw.  

T. Werner Laurie, [1927)       

Humour, wit & satire of the seventeenth century. Ed. John Ashton. Chatto and Windus, 1883  

A hundreth sundrie flowres.   Frederick  Etchells and Hugh  Macdonald, 1926   (Haslewood  books) 

No. 358 of limited ed. of 400 copies       

The last fight of the Revenge and The death of Sir Richard Grenville[etc.]. Ed. Edmund  Goldsmid. 

2v. Edinburgh, Priv, print., 1886  Limited ed. of 275 copies  

By E. F. Rirnbault. 
 

A little book of songs and ballads, gathered from  ancient musick books.  John 

Russell Smith, 1851  

Ed. A. H. Bullen. 

   

Lyrics from the dramatists of the Elizabethan age. Sidgwick and Jackson. 1913 

(Pocket-book  series)       
Lyricsfrom the song-books of the Eltzabethan age. Ed. A. H. Bullen. John C. Nimmo,  1887  No. 477  

of limited ed. of500copies  
Lyrics from the song-books of the Elizabethan age. Ed. A. H. Bullen. Sidgwick and Jackson, 1913 (Pocket-

book series) 

 

Lyrics of Bell Jonson, Beaumont and Fletcher. Ed. John Masefield. Grant Richards, 1906 (The chapbooks, 

4) 

 

Metaphysical  lyrics & poems  of  the seventeenth  century. Ed.  Herbert J.  C.  Grierson. Oxford,  
Clarendon  Press, 1921 (1928 reprint)  

The minor Elizabethan  drama. v.I.  Pre-Shakespearean  tragedies.  v.2. Pre-Shakespearean comedies.  
Dent, 1910  (1913 reprint)   (Everyman's library) 

Ed. A. H. Bullen. 

 

C. Nimmo, 

 

More lyrics from  the song-books of the Elizabethan age. John 1888 

No. 112of limited ed. of750 copies      

Old English ballads, 1553-1625, chiefly from manuscripts, Ed. Hyder E. Rollins. Cambridge U.P., 

1920       

The Oxford book of sixteenth century verse. Ed. E. K. Chambers.   Oxford, Clarendon  Press. 1932 

The Oxford book oJ seventeenth century verse.  Ed. H. J. C. Grierson  and G. Bullough.   Oxford. 

Clarendon Press. 1934      
The pack of Autolycus .. or, Strange and terrible /lews as told ill broadside ballads of the years /624-/693.  

Ed. Hyder Edward Rollins.   Cambridge. Mass., Harvard U.P., 1927  

The paradise of dainty devices, /576-/606.   Ed. Hyder Edward Rollins. Cambridge,  Mass., Harvard 

U.P., 1927     
Etchclls &  Hugh 

 

Parnassus Biceps,  1656.  Ed. G.  Thorn-Drury. Frederick Macdonald.  1927 

(Haslewood books) No. 193of limited ed. of 370 copies   

The Pepys ballads. Ed. Hyder Edward Rollins. 8v. Cambridge. Mass .• Harvard U.P .• 1929-32 

A Pepysian garland:  black-letter broadside ballads of the years /595-1639, chiefly from  the collection of  
Samuel Pepys. Ed. Hyder E. Rollins. Cambridge U.P., 1922  

The Phoenix nest, 1593. Ed. Hyder Edward Rollins. Cambridge, Mass., Harvard U.P., 1931 No. 187 of 

limited cd. of 450 copies 

Poems, chiefly lyrlcal.from romances and prose-tracts of the Elizabethan age. Ed. A. H. Bullen. John  
C. Nimmo. 1890 No. 758 of limited cd. of780 copies  

Poetry of the English renaissance, /509-1660. Ed. J. William Hebel and Hoyt  H. Hudson. New  
York, F. S. Crofts, 1929 (1947 reprint)  

Rare poems of the seventeenth century, Ed. L. Birkett Marshall. Cambridge  U.P., 1936  
Recently recovered 'lost' Tudor plays. Ed. John S. Farmer. Early English Drama Society, 1907 (Early 

English dramatists) 

 

Recusant poets, with a selection from their work. v.l . Saint Thomas More to Bell Jonson. By Louise Imogen 

Guiney. Sheed & Ward, 1938 

 

The Roxburghe ballads. Ed. W. Chappell (v.4-9 ed. J. W. Ebsworth). 9v. in 12 (lacking v.2 pt. I). For the 

Ballad Society by Taylor & Co. (v.2-9 Hertford, Stephen Austin), 1871-99 

The Roxburghe ballads. Ed. Charles Hindley. 2v. Reeves and Turner,  1873-4  
Scottish poetry of the sixteenth century, Sands, [1892) (Abbotsford series of the Scottish poets) Scottish 

poetry of the seventeenth century. Sands, [189-) (Abbotsford series of the Scottish poets) Select poetry 

chiefly devotional of the reign 0/ Queen Elizabeth. Ed. Edward Farr. 2v. Cambridge 



U.P., 1845 (Parker Society) 
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Select poetry chiefly sacred of the reign oj King James the first. Ed. Edward Farr . Cambridge, J. &  
J. J. Deighton, 1847  

Seventeenth century lyrics. Ed. George Saints bury. 3rd ed. Rivingtons,  1900  
Seventeenth century lyricsfrom the original texts. Ed. Norman Ault. Longmans, Green, 1928  
Seventeenth century lyrics from the original texts. Ed. Norman  Ault. 2nd cd. Longmans,  Green,  

1950  
Seventeenth century poetry. Ed. John Hayward.   Chatto & Windus,  1948   (Phoenix anthologies) 

The Shirburn ballads,1585-i6i6. Ed. Andrew Clark. Oxford, Clarendon Press, 1907  

Shorter Elizabethan poems. Ed. A. H. Bullen. Constable, 1903 (An English garner)  
Shorter novels. v.l . Elizabethan & Jacobean. Ed. Philip Henderson. Dent,  1929 (Everyman's 

library)           

Silver poets of the sixteenth century. Ed. Gerald Bullett.   Dent, 1947 (Everyman's library) 

Six plays by contemporaries oj Shakespeare.   Ed. C. B. Wheeler. Oxford D.P., 1915 (J 935 reprint) 

(World's classics)          

Some longer Elizabethan poems. Ed. A. H. Bullen. Constable,  1903  (An English garner) 

Speculum amantls : love-poemsfrom rare song-books and miscellanies oj the seventeenth century.   Ed. 

A. H. Bullen.  Privately printed, 1902       

Tottel's Miscellany, 1557·1587.  Ed. Hyder Edward Rollins.  2v.  Cambridge, Mass., Harvard D.P., 

1928·9     

Ed. H. J. Massingham. 

  

A treasury oj seventeenth century English verse. Macmillan, 1942  (Golden 

treasury series)          

 

INDIVIDUAL AUTHORS (1500-1660) 
 

ALEXANDER, Sir William, Earl of Stirling The poetical works. Ed. L. E. Kastner and H. B. Charlton. 2v. 

Manchester U.P., 1921-9 (Publications of the University of Manchester. English ser., no. 10) 
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The poetical works of Sir John Denham, John Bell, 1793 (Bell's edition. The poets of Great Britain 

complete from Chaucer to Churchill) 
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John Donne.  [Selections] Benn, [1927] (Augustan books of English poetry, 2nd ser.) 

Devotions IIpOIl emergent  occasions together  with Death's  duell. Ed.  William  H.  Draper. 
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library) 

William Drummond.   Ed. L. E. Kastner.   2v.  Manchester 
 

The poetical works of U.P., 1913 
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Cambridge U.P .. 1907-10 (Cambridge English classics)  

PROUTY,CHARLESTYLER George Gascoigne: Elizabethan courtier, soldier, and poet. New York, 

Columbia U.P., 1942 
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The Pilgrim's progress.   Macmillan, 1905 (Golden treasury series) 
The Pilgrim's progress [rom tllis 1II0ridto that which is to come.   Dent,  1907  (1920 reprint) 

(Everyman's library)      

BURKE, Edmund       
MORLllY,JOliN, VISCOUNTMorU"BY Burke. Macmillan,I885 (English men of letters) 

Burke. Pocket edition. Macmillan, 1918 (English men of'leuers) 

BURNABY, William The dramatic works of William Burnaby. Ed. F. E. Budd. Eric Partridge at the 
Scholartis Press, 1931 Limited cd. of 600 copies 

BURNEY,  Frances DiaryalldleffersofMadallleD'Arblay. 7v. IIenryCoiburn,1854 

The early diary of Frances Burney,  1768-1778. Ed. Annie Raine Ellis. 2v. G.  Bell, 1913 

(Bohn's popular library) 
Evelina. G. Bell, 1913 (1919 reprint) (Bohn's popular library) 

DonSON,AUSTIN FOIlIlYBurney (Madallle d'A rblay), Macmillan,  1903 (1904 reprint) (English 

men of letters) 
BU RNS, Robert The poetical works of Robert Burns. 2v. John Bumpus, 1822 

rite poetical works of Robert Burns. G rant Richards, 1903 (World's classics) 

The poems of Robert Burns. Oxford U. P., 1903 (1935 reprint) (World's classics) 

The poetical works of Robert Bums. Ed. J. Logie Robertson. Oxford U.P., 1917 

Robert Burns. [Selections] Bcnn, [1926] (Augustan books of poetry) 

The letters of Robert Bums. Ed. J. De Lancey Ferguson. 2v. Oxford, Clarendon  Press, 1931 

The songs of Robert Burns. Ed. James C. Dick. Henry Frowdc, 1903 

LOCKIIART,JOliN GIOSON Life of Robert Burns. Dent, 1907 (1916 reprint)

 (Everyman's  library) 

BUTLER, Samuel The poetical works. 2v. Bell and Daldy, [1866?] (Aldine poets)  
Characters and passages from note-books. Ed. A. R. Waller. Cambridge U.P., 1908 (Cambridge 

English classics) 
Hudibras. Ed. A. R. Waller. Cambridge U.P., 1905 (Cambridge  English classics) 

Satires and miscellaneous poetry and prose. Ed. Rene Lamar. Cambridge U.P., 1928 (Cambridge 
English classics) 

BYROM, John Miscellaneous poems. 2v. Manchester.T,  Harrop,1773 

Selections from thejournals & papers of John Byrom. Ed. Henri Talon. RockLiff, 1950 
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CAMPBELL, Thomas  Dr.  Campbell's Diary of a visit to England in 1775. Ed. James L. Clifford. 
Cambridge  U.P.,  1947                          

CAREY, Henry The poems of Henry Carey.  Ed. Frederick  T.  Wood. Scholartis Press, 1930 

Limited  ed. of 560 copies                          

CHAMBERLATNE,  James  A sacred poem. R. Bcntleyand  M. Magnes, 1680        

CHATIERTON,  Thomas  The complete poetical works of Thomas  Chatterton, Ed. Henry D. 

Roberts. 2v.  Routledge.  1906  (Muses'  library)                

MEYERSTElN, EDWARDHARRYWILLIAM A life of Thomas Chatterton.  Ingpcn lind Grant,  1930  

CHESTERFIELD,  Philip Dormer Stanhope, Earl of Letters  to Iris SOli  and others. Dent, 1929 

(1935 reprint)  (Everyman's library)                      
CHURCHILL,  Charles  The poetical works  of Charles Churchilt. Ed. W. Tooke. 2v.  Bell and 

Daldy, (I892?)   (Aldine  edition  of the British poets)                
CIBBER,  Colley   An apology for his life.   Dent, [1914)   (Everyman's   library)         

COLLINS, William  Tire poetical works of  William Collins.  Ed. Alexander Dycc.   William 
Pickering, 1827                             

The poems 0/ William Collins. Ed. Edmund Blunden.  Frederick Etchclls & H ugh Macdonald. 
1929 (Haslcwood books)  No. 122 oflimited cd. of 500 copies          

CONGREVE, William  lVilliam  Congreve.  Ed. Alex. Charles  Ewald.   Vizctclly, 1887  (Mermaid 

series: the best plays of the old dramatists)                    
Incognita. Ed. H. F. B. Brett-Smith. Oxford, Blackwell. 1922 (Percy reprints, no. 5)   

COTTON, Charles  Poems of Charles  Cotton, 1630-1687. Ed. John Beresford. Cobden-Sanderson. 

1923              
Ed. Claud Lovat Fraser. 

 
Poetry Bookshop, 

 
1922 Poems/rom the works of Charles  Cotton.   

COWPER, William Poems. Ed. Thomas Dale.  2v. W. Kent,  1859          

Poems. Ed. Hugh l'Anson Faussct. Dent,I931  (Everyman's library)         

The poetical works of William Cowper. Ed. H. S. Milford.  4th ed. Oxford U.P., 1934  

William Cowper. [Selections)  Berm, [1931)  (Augustan books of poetry)        

Letters of Wllliam Cowper. Ed. W. Benham.  Macmillan,   1884  (1914  reprint)   (Golden 

treasury series)                              

Private  correspondence  of  William  Cowper,   3rd ed.   2v.   Henry  Colburn,  1824      

CECIL, LORD DAVID The stricken deer, or Tire life of Cowper. Constable, 1929 (1930 reprint)  
FAUSSET,HUGH I'ANSON William Cowper. Cape, 1928                 

TIIOMAS,Gn.DERT OLIVER William Cowper and the eighteenth century,  lvor Nicholson  and Watson, 

1935                                  

CRABBE, George  The poetical works  of the  Rei'. George  Crabbe: with his letters and journals, and 

Irislife. By his son. 8v. John Murray, 1834                 

Poems. Ed.  Adolphus William Ward. 3v. Cambridge  U.P.,  1905-7 (Cambridge English 

classics)           
Ed. A. J. Carlyle and R. M. Carlyle. 

 
Oxford U.P., 1914 The poetlcal works of George Crabbe.  

George Crabbe. (Selections)  Bcnn, 1932 (A ugustan  books of poetry)         
CI~ADD[,GLORGE The life of George Crabbe. By his son.  Oxford U.P., 1932 (World's classics)  

CUNNINGHAM,   John  The poetical  works  of 10/111 Cunningham.  With the life of the author by 

Samuel Johnson.  Cadell and Davies [etc.], 1807  With this arc  bound poetical  works  of 
James  Hammond,  1787, Edmund  Smith,  1781 and William Collins,  1787        

DARWIN. Erasmus  The temple of nature. Jones & Company. 1824           

PEARSON,HESKETH Doctor Darwin.   Dent,  1930                   

DEFOE. Daniel Captain Singleton. The king of pirates. A nell' voyage around the world.  New York, 

Dial Press. 1935       
Oxford, Thomas 

 
Tegg, 1840 

         
The history and reality of apparitions.           

A journal of flu: plague year. Dent, 1908 (1920 reprint)  (Everyman's library)      
The life, adventures & piracies of  the famous Captain Singleton.  Dent. 1906 (1916 reprint) 

(Everyman's library)                           
The life & adventures of Mrs. Christian Davies commonly called Mother Ross. Ed. Sir John Fortescue. 

Peter Davies, 1928 (Soldiers' tales) 

Memoirs  of a cavalier. Dent,l908 (1910 reprint) (Everyman's library)  
Memoirs  of 0 cavalier. Constable, 1926 Limited ed. of 775 copies 
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Moll Flanders. Ed.  W.  H.  Davies. Simpkin, Marshall, Hamilton, Kent, [1924) (Abbey)  
classics,  21)  

The novels and miscellaneous works 0/ Daniel De Foe, v.6. Life and adventures 0/ Duncan 
Campbell. New voyage round the world. Political tracts. Bell, 1910 (Bohn's standard library) 

Aplan 0/ the English commerce. Oxford, Blackwell, 1928 
Robinson Crusoe. New York, Dial Press, 1931 

The life & adventures 0/ Robinson Crusoe. Oxford U.P.,  1937 (World's classics) 

Roxana, thefortunate mistress. Ed. R. Brimley Johnson. Simpkin, Marshall, Hamilton, Kent, [1926) 

(Abbey classics, 25) 

 

AtollI' thro' the whole island 0/ Great Britain. Ed. G. D. H. Cole. 2v. Peter Davies, 1927 Limited ed. 

of 1,000 copies 

 

A tour through England  & Wales. 2v. Dent,  (1928) (Everyman's library)  
SUTHERLAND,JAMESRUNCIE~IAN Defoe. Methuen, 1937  
DELANY, Mary Letters from Mrs. Delany to Mrs. Francis Hamilton from the year 1779, to the year 1788. 

Longman, 1820  
DIAPER, William The complete works 0/ William Diaper. Ed. Dorothy Broughton. Routledge, 

1951 [i.e.1952J (Museslibrary) 

DODD, William Thoughts ill prison, (me! other miscetlaneous pieces. C. Cooke, (1796] (Cooke's pocket 

edition of ... select British poets) With this is bound the author's Reflections 011 death,I796 

 

DRYDEN, John The comedies. tragedies. and operas. 2v. in J. Jacob Tonson [ctc.], 1701 Lacks p.I-64(v.l) 

and p.513-58 (v.2)  
Dryden: the dramatic works. Ed. Montague Summers. 6v. Nonesuch Press, 1931-2 No. 122 of limited 

ed. of800 copies 

Poetical works 0/ John Dryden, Ed.  Robert Bell. 3v. John W.  Parker, 1854 (Annotated 
edition  of the English poets)               

The poetical works 0/ Jolin Dryden. Ed. George Gilfillan. 2v. Edinburgh,  James  Nichol, 1855 

The poetical works 0/ Jolin Dryden. 5v. Bell and  Daldy, 1865  (Aldine edition of the British 

poets)      
Sargeaunt. 

           

The poems 0/ John Dryden. Ed. John Oxford  D.P., 1913       
The songs 0/ John Dryden. Ed. Cyrus Lawrence Day. Cambridge, Mass. Harvard U.P.,  1932 

EVELYN,  John The diary 0/ John EvelYII.  Ed. William Bray. 2v. Dent, 1907 (1920 reprint) 
(Everyman's library)                

FALCONER, William The poetical works 0/ Willian: Falconer. William Pickering, 1836 (Aldine 

edition  of the British poets)               

FARQUHAR, George                 
CONNELY,WILLARD  Young George Farquhar: the restoration drama at twilight,   Cassell,  1949   

FERGUSSON, Robert The poetical works 0/ Robert Fergusson. With the life of the author by 

David Irving. Glasgow, Chapman and Lang, 1800           

The poetical works 0/ Robert Fergusson.  Edinburgh,   Chambers,   1840   With  this  are  bound 
poetical  works  of George  Crabbe,  1838, James  Graharne,   1839, James  Hogg,  1841, William 

 Tennant,  1838, Allan  Ramsay,  1838, Miscellany of popular Scottish poems. 1841. and Popular 

 rhymes. fireside stories and amusements 0/ Scotland, 1842      

FIELDING, Henry The works 0/ Henry Fielding complete ill one volume.  With  memoir  of  the 
 author by Thomas Roscoe.  Henry Washbournc [ctc.], 1840      

The works 0/ Henry Fielding. Ed. George Saintsbury.  12v. Navarre  Society, [(926)   
All apology /01' the life 0/ Mrs. Shamela Andrews. Waltham St. Lawrence,  Golden Cockerel 

 Press,  1926  No. 405 of limited ed. of 450 cop.ies   

the life 0/ Henry 

  

Allen  & WILLCOCKS, MARY PATRICIA A true-born Engltstunan : being Fielding. 

 Unwin,  1947 

Thomas Flatman : Poems and songs. Hull, J. R. Tutin, 1906 

   

FLATMAN, Thomas (Orinda book- 
 lets, extra series, 4) Limited ed. of 666 copies         

GARTH, Sir Samuel The poetical works 0/ Sir Samuel  Garth. Edinburg, Apollo  Press, 1779 
 (Bell's edition.  The poets of Great  Britain complete  from Chaucer  to Churchill)    

GA Y, John The plays 0/JOhl1Cay. 2v. Chapman  & Dodd, [(923) (Abbey  classics,  14-15)  

The poetical works 0/ Johll Cay. Ed. G. C. Faber. Oxford U.P.,  1926     
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MeLVILLE, LEWIS Life and letters 0/ John Gay( 1685-/ 732). Daniel  O'Connor, 1921 

GIBBON, Edward Autobiography 0/ Edward Gibbon. Ed.  Lord Sheffield. Oxford U.P., [1907] 

(World's classics)  
GODWIN, William Caleb Williams. Routledge, 1903 (Half-forgouen books) 

BROWN,FORDKEELER The life 0/ William Godwin. Dent,  1926 

WOODCOCK,GEORGE William Godwin: a biographical study.

 Porcupine Press,  1946 

GOLDSM1TH,  Oliver The complete poetical works 0/ Oliver Goldsmith. Ed. Austin Dobson. 
Oxford U.P., 1907 (1928 reprint) (World's classics)           

The poems and plays 0/ Oliver Goldsmith. Dent, 1910 (1917 reprint)  (Everyman's library) 
The bee and other essays by Oliver Goldsmith, together with The life 0/ Nash. Oxford U.P., 1914 

The Vicar 0/ Wakefield. T. Nelson,  (1909] (Nelson's classics)         
1RV1NG,WASHINGTON Oliver Goldsmith: a biography. Library  Press, (1905) (Cameo classics,  4) 
MOORE,FRANK FRANKFORT The life of Oliver Goldsmith. Constable, 1910        

GRAHAME, James British Georgics. Edinburgh, James Ballantyne for John Ballantyne [etc.], 1809 

The Sabbath: a poem. 2nd ed. Edinburgh, W. Blackwood, 1805        
GRAVES,  Richard Columella.  2v.  J. Dodslcy,  1779             

The rei/cries0/ solitude. Bath, R. Cruuwell for G. G. J. and J. Robinson, 1793      

The spiritual  Quixote: or The summer's ramble 0/ Mr. Geoffry Wildgoose. 2v.  Peter Davies, 

1926  Limited cd. of 715 copies      

of letiers & essays. 

      

GRA Y, Thomas The poems of Thomas Gray, with a selection Dent, 1912  (1917 

reprint) (Everyman's library)                 
The poetical  works a/Gray and Collins. Ed. Austin Lane Poole. Oxford U.P., 1917    

The poems 0/ Thomas Gray. Ed. Austin  Lane Poole.  Humphrey   Milford, 1937 (Hesperides 
series)  Limited ed. of 500 copies                

Elegy writtell in a country church-yard.   Alexander   Moring,  the  De  la More  Press,  [1928] 

(Saint George series)                   

CeCIL, LORD DAV10 Two quiet lives. Constable, 1948             
KETrON-CRatER,  ROBERTWYNDHAM  Thomas Gray: a biography. Cambridge U.P.,  1955  
HA YLEY, William The triumphs of temper. Chichester, J. Seagrave for T. Cadell and W. Davies, 1803 

B1SHOP,MORCFlARDBlake's Hayley: the life, works, andfriendships 0/ William Hayley. Gollancz, 1951  
HEARNE, Thomas Reliquiae Hearnianae: the remaillsolThomasHearne.Ed.Philip Bliss. 2nd cd. 3v. John 

Russell Smith, 1869 (Library of old authors)  
HERVEY, James Mr.  Hervey's  Meditations  and contemplations,  attempted in blank  verse. By  

T. Newcomb. 2v.   L. Davis and C. Rcymers, 1764    

Meditations and contemplations. 19th ed. 2v.  John and Francis Rivington  [etc.], 1770 

Meditations and contemplations. Newed. 2v. A. Millar [etc.], 1781  

Meditations and contemplations. Dean & Munday for B. Crosby, 1812  

HOLCROFT,   Thomas Memoirs a/Thomas Holcroft. Written by himself and continued by William 

Hazliu. Oxford U.P.,  1926 (World's classics)     

HOLLOWAY, William         
ADAMS, V. J. William Holloway (/761-1854) and his Dorset poems. Dorchester, Dorset Natural History 

and Archaeological Society, 1960 (From the Proceedings of the Dorset Natural History and 

Archaeological Society, v.82) 

HUME, David  
MOSSNER,ERNESTCAMPBELL The forgotten Hume: Ie bon David. New York, Columbia U.P., 1943 

HUTCHlNSON, Lucy Memoirs 0/ the life 0/ Colonel Hutchinson. Written by his widow Lucy. 

Dent, 1908 (J 913 reprint) (Everyman's library)  
JOHNSON, Samuel Johnson's Lives of the poets. Ed. Arthur Waugh. 6v. Kegan Paul,  1896 

The poetical works 0/ S. Johnson, Ll.D. C.  Cooke, 1797 (Cooke's pocket edition of ... select 

British  poets) With this is bound  The poetical works of William Congreve, 1796  
Selections/rom Dr. Johnson's 'Rambler. Ed. W. Hale  White. Oxford, Clarendon Press, 1907  

(1933 reprint) (Oxford miscellany) 

Johnson on Shakespeare. Ed. Walter  Raleigh. Oxford UP..,  1931 (Oxford miscellany)  
'Sir', said Dr. Johnson-: some sayings. Arranged by Chartres Biron. Cape, 1932 (Travel-  

lers' library)  
BAlLEY,JOHN CANN Dr. Johnson and his circle. Williams  & Norgatc,

 1913 (1927 reprint) (Home 
 

44 



university library of modern  knowledge)  
BOSWELL, JAMES The life of Samuel Johnson. 2v. Dent, 1906 (1916 reprint) (Everyman's library) 

 

Selections from James Boswell's Life of Samuel JOhIlSOIl. Ed. R. W. Chapman. Oxford, 
Clarendon Press, 1919  

Boswell's Note book, 1776-1777. Humphrey  Milford, 1925  
CHAPMAN,ROllERTWJLLlAM JOIIIISOlliclIIalit!other assays & reviews. Oxford, 

Clarendon Press, 1953 

PIOZZI, HESTERLYNCH Anecdotes of the late Samue! Johnson. Ed.  S. C. Roberts. Cambridge 

U.P., 1925  
ROBERTS,SIR SYDNEYCASTLE The story of Doctor Johnson: being all introduction to Boswell's Life. 

2nd ed. Cambridge U.P., 1919 
TUROERVILLE,ARTHURSTANLEY JOhIlSOIl'sEngland. 2v. Oxford, Clarendon Press, 1933 
VULLIAMY,COLWYNEDWARD Ursa Major: a study of Dr. JOhllSOIland hisfriends. Michael 
Joseph, 

1946  
JON ES, Sir William The poetlcal works of Sir William Jones. Cadell and Davies [ctc.], J 807 

The poetical works of Sir William Jones. 2v. in I. Stanhope Press, 1808 
KEN, Thomas Bishop Ken's Christian year. Basil Montagu  Pickering,  1868 

KING, William The poetical works of Dr. Williatn King, The poetical works of Thomas Tickel/. 
Edinburg, Apollo Press, 1781 (Bell's edition. The poets of Great Britain complete from 
Chaucer to Churchill)  

LANGHORNE, John The poetical works of J. Langhorne, D.D. C. Cooke, 1798 (Cooke's pocket 

edition of ... select British poets) With this is bound The poetical works of Robert Dodsley, 

1797 
 

LEIGH, Richard Poems by Richard Leigh, 1675. Ed. Hugh Macdonald. Oxford, Blackwell, 1947 
LlLLO, George When Crununles played: being the[ul! original text of Lillo's tragedy of The London  

merchant, or George Barnwell, Chapman  & Hall, 1927  
LYTTLETON, George, Baron The poetical works of Lord Lyttieton. C. Cooke, 1797 (Cooke's pocket 

edition of ... select British poets) With this is bound The poetical works of David 

Mallet, 1795  
MACKENZIE, Henry The 111(111 of'feeling. Ed. Hamish  Miles. Scholartis Press, 1928 

MACPH ERSON, James The poems of Ossian transktted by James Macpherson. Ed. William Sharp. 

Edinburgh,  John Grunt,  1926 
MALLET, David The works of David Mallet. New edition. 3v. A. Millar and P. Vaillant,  1759 

The poetical  works of David Mallet, C. Cooke, 1798 (Cooke's pocket edition  of ... select 

British poets) 
MASON,  William The English garden to poem. M.Jones, 1813  

Poems by Willtau: Mason. Dublin, Peter Wilson and James Potts, 1764  
MERRI MAN, Brian The midnight court : a rhythmical bacchanalia. Tr. Frank O'Connor. Maurice 

Fridbcrg,  1945 
MlCKLE, William Julius The poetical  works  of Willkun Mickle. C.  Cooke, 1799 (Cooke's 

pocket edition  of ...  select British  poets) With this is bound  The poetical works of Sir Sam. 

Garth, M.D., 1800  
MOLLI N EA UX, Mary Fruits of retirement, or M iscellaneous poems. 4th cd. J. Sowle, 1739 
MONTAGU, Lady Mary Wortley The best letters of Lady Mary Wortley MOIIWgll. Ed. Octave 

Thanet. 2nd cd. Heinemann, 1909 

Letters from the Right Honourable Lady Mary Wortley Montagu, 1709 to 1762. Dent, 1906 (1914 

reprint) (Everyman's library) 
 

NEVILLE, Sylas The diary 0/ Silas Neville, 1767-1788. Ed. Basil Cozens-Hardy. Oxford U.P., 1950 
 

NORRIS,  John A collection of miscettanies. 3rd cd. Printed for S. Manship,  1699 

NORTH, Roger The lives of the Right HOIl. Francis North, baron Guilford; the HOIl. Sir Dudley 

North .. and the Hon. and Rev. Dr. John North. Ed. Augustus Jessopp. 3v. Bell, 1890 

(Bohn's standard  library) 
OLDHAM, John The works of Mr. JO/IIIOldham, together with his remains. 7th cd. Dan. Brown [ctc.], 

1710  



Poetical works ofJohn  Oldham.   Ed. Robert  Bell.  John W. Parker,  1854  

(Annotated  edition 45 



of the English  poets)  
OSBORNE, Dorothy The  letters from Dorothy Osborne to  Sir William Temple. Dent, (1914)  

(Everyman's library)  
OTWAY,  Thomas  The works of Thomas Otway. Ed. J. C. Ghosh.  2v.  Oxford,  Clarendon  Press, 1932 

Thomas Otway.  Ed. Roden  Noel.   Vizetelly,  1888  (Mermaid  series:  the best plays of the old  
dramatists)  

The poetical works of Thomas O/ll'ay. C. Cooke, 1797 (Cooke's pocket edition of. .. select British 

poets) With this is bound The poetical works of Edward Moore, 1797  
PAIN, Philip Daily meditations: reproduced from the original edition of 1668. Ed. Leon Howard. San 

Marino, Calif., Henry E. Huntington Library and Art Gallery, 1936 (Huntington Library 

publications)  
PA LTOCK, Robert The life & adventures of Peter Wilkins. Dent, (1914] (Everyman's library) 

PARNELL, Thomas The poetical works of Dr. Tho. Parnell. C. Cooke, 1796 (Cooke's pocket 

edition of ... select British poets)  
The poetical works of Thomas Parnell. William Pickering, 1833 (Aldine edition of the British poets) 

 

PENN, William Some fruits of solitude. Ed. Edmund  Gosse. Constable,1900 (1926 reprint)  

PEPYS, Samuel Diary of Samuel Pepys. 2v.   Dent,1906 (1917 reprint) (Everyman's library) 

BRYANT,SIR ARTIIUR WYNNE MORGAN Samuel Pepys: the mall ill the making. Cambridge U.P .. 

 1933        

Samuel Pepys : the saviour of the 1I00·Y.  Cambridge  U.P., 1938     

Samuel Pepys: the years of peril.  Cambridge  U.P., 1935   

J.  W. Hales 

 

PERCY, Thomas Bishop Percy's Folio manuscript: Ballads and romances. Ed. and 

F. J. Furnivall. 3v. in 5. N. Triibner, 1867-8  
Bishop Percy's  Folio manuscript : Loose  and humorous songs. Ed. J.  W. Hales and F. J. 

FurnivaLl. 2v.   N. Triibner, 1867                   

Reliques of ancient English poetry: consisting of old heroic ballads, songs, and other pieces of our 

earlier poets, together with some fell'  of later dale.  Ed. H.  B. Wheatley. 3v. Swan 

Sonnenschein, 1891                       

Percy's Reliques of ancient English poetry. 2v. Dent, 1906  (1914-6 reprint)  (Everyman's 

library)   

The poems of Ambrose Philips. 

               

PHILIPS, Ambrose  Ed. M. G. Segar. Oxford, Blackwell, 1937 

(Percy reprints, no. 14)                       

PHILIPS, John The poems of John Philips. Ed. M. G. Lloyd Thomas. Oxford, Blackwell, 1927 

 (Percy reprints, no. 10)                       

PHTLTPS, Katherine  Katherine PhilipstOrinda'}: Selected poems.  Hull, J. R. Turin, 1905  (Orinda 

 booklets,  extra series, 1)  Limited  cd. of 666 copies               

POM FRET,  John The poetical works of 10/111 Pomfret. C. Cooke, 1797  (Cooke's  pocket edition 
 of... select British poets)  With this is bound The poetical works of Thomas Tickell, 1796  

POPE, Alexander  The poems 0/ Alexander Pope. Ed. John  BULl. Twickenharn edition. v.I-6 in 7. 

 Methuen, 1939-61                        

The poems, epistles & safires of Alexander Pope. Dent, 1924 (1931 reprint)  (Everyman's 

 Library)                           

The prose works of Alexander Pope.  Ed. Norman Ault,  v.I.  Oxford, Blackwell for the 

 Shakespeare Head Press, 1936                    

The rape of the lock. Illus. Aubrey Beardsley. 2nd ed. John  Lane the Bodley Head, 1916 

AULT, NORMAN New light 011 Pope. (From the Review  of English  studies,  v.18, no. 72)  Oxford 

 U.P., 1942                          

Nell/light on Pope. Methuen, 1949                    

KNIGHT,GEORGEWILSON Laureate of peace: on the genius of Alexander Pope. Routledge, 1954  

PRJOR, Matthew The poetical  works of Matthew Prior. 2v. Bell and Daldy, [1866]  (Aldine 

 edition of the British poets)         

Ed. A. R. Waller. 

      

Dialogues of the dead' and other works in prose and verse.  Cambridge U. P., 

 1907 (Cambridge English classics)                   

Poems 011 several occasions. Ed. A. R. Waller. Cambridge U.P.,   1905  (1941  reprint) 

 (Cambridge English classics)                     
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RAMSA  Y, Allan   The works 0/ Allan Ramsay. Ed. Burns Martin  and John  W. Oliver. William 

Blackwood,  1951-3   (Scottish text society. 3rd series, 19-20)   

Poems by Allan Ramsay.   4th ed.   Edinburgh,  Thomas  Ruddiman,   1727  

The poems of Allan Ramsay.   2v. Paisley,  Alex. Gardner,   1877   

Poems:  epistles, fables,  satires, elegies & lyrics by Allan Ramsay.   Ed.  H.  Harvey  Wood. 
Edinburgh,   Sahirc  Society,  1940   (Scouish  classics)    

The ever green: being a collection 0/ Scots poems. 2v. Edinburgh, Alexander  Donaldson,   1761 

The gentle shepherd.  Edinburgh, Charles  Elliot, 1776    
The tea-table miscellany. v.I. A. Millar, 1733 

The tea-table miscellauy : a collection 0/ choice songs. 2v. Glasgow, John  Crurn,  1871 

RASPE, Rudolf Erich The surprising adventures 0/ Baron Munchausen. Ed.  F. 1. Harvey Darton. 

Navarre Society, 1930  
RICIIARDSON, Samuel Pamela. 2v. Dent,  (1914) (Everyman's library)  
TIIOMSON, CLARA LINKLATER  Samuel Richardson: a  biographical  and  critical  study, Horace  

Marshall, 1900     

The poetical works 0/ John Wilmot, Earl 0/ Rochester. 

  

ROCHESTER,  John  Wilmot, Earl of  Ed. 
Quilter Johns.  Haworth Press, 1933 No. 140 of limited  cd. of 400 copies        

Poems by John Wilmot, Earl 0/ Rochester. Ed. Vivian  de Sola Pinto,  Routledge, 1953 
(Muses'library)                            

Selected  lyrics and satires 0/ John  Wilmot.  2nd Earl 0/ Rochester.   Ed.  Ronald  Duncan.  
Forge  Press, 1948     

0/ a restoration poet. 
               

PINTO, VIVIAN DE SOLA Rochester: portrait  John Lane the Bodley Head, 1935 

ROWE, Nicholas The poetical works 0/ Nicholas Rowe. George  Cawthorn,  1801 (Bell's edition. 
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