Lettering, Printing and

Graphic Design Collections

Everyday life in Reading: what can printed
ephemera tell us about the way we were?

The University’s Collections have material that tells us about the history

of Reading and the local area. As well as artefacts and visual material about
‘bricks, bulbs and beer’, we have collections of printed ephemera that tell
stories about everyday lives: shop invoices and packaging; theatre pro-
grammes; flyers for societies and events.

This digital display shows just some of the material from the collection
of local ephemera in our Centre for Ephemera Studies and is part of a

‘show-and-tell’ afternoon for the Friends of the University.



Theatre programmes

Theatre programmes developed from a simple four-page folder in the late
nineteenth century to a multipage souvenir booklet with editorial matter and
advertisements.

The Palace Theatre of Varieties was opened on 30 September 1907 and as
the Palace Theatre from 1939 presented plays, revues and concerts as well
as big dance bands of the day. Repertory theatre was also popular for many
years. Once television was introduced in the mid-1950s, business at the
Palace Theatre began to fall. The pantomime ‘Babes in the Wood’ was the
final production andthe theatre closed on 9 January 1960. It was demolished
in 1961, and an office block was built on the site.
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By HUGH & MARGARET WILLIAMS

- order of appearance
Sutan Creel PATRICIA AUTHEIRT
Lord Plyrimmon LIONEL THOMSON
Watkyn JOMN QUARMBY
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Jenniler Wres MARYANN S£LL

The Play Produced by DAVIO MARRIS
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Paper bags

Printed hand-made paper bags began to appear in the 1840s and 1850s.
They advertise products being sold and can act as a security device to
show something has been paid for. These twentieth-century bags are from
Reading shops, many long gone, but indicative of a vibrant and varied

retail trade.



Woodworkers - Builders & Do-It-Yourself Supplies
Model - Hobbies & Handicraft Supplies
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PANGSTIONIRRSONS

WEST STREET READING PHONE 55134 & YELD HALL PLACE READING PHONE 50721
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(I - Hotually-

THE HIGH (HEALTH FOODS) LTD

8 HIGH STREET 41 MARKET PLACE

READING HENLEY-ON-THAMES
54621 3764

YOUR OFFICE NEEDS

WM

TYRENRITERS & DEFICE EQUIPNENT

38 MARKET PLAGE!
READING

BELEPHONE: 476611
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Bookshap

WILLIAM SMITH (BOOKSELLERS) LTD.

35-39 LONDON ST..READING RG1. 4PU.
TEL:595555
AGENTS FOR: HMSO. PUBLICATIONS, ORDNANCE SURVEY MAPS,

BB.C. PUBLICATIONS AND STOCKISTS FOR OPEN UNIVERSITY
SET BOOKS, ANTIQUARIAN & SECOND HAND BOOKS

Jhe
Univeisiry
Booishop

WILLIAM SMITH (BOOKSELLERS) LTD.

UNIVERSITY OF READING

WHITEKNIGHTS READING RG6. 2AH.
TEL:874858

BODKSELLERS & STUDENTS STATIONERS
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Gottlos of Keading
Tea & Goffoe Specialists

9 Market Way, Reading . Phone 52793

Winners of the |
SILVER CHALLENGE SHIELD
and many other awards for
Tea Blending & Coffee Roasting




TOBACCONIST, STATIONER
DINKY, CORGI and
MATCHBOX TOYS

MODEL KITS,

FANCY GOODS

65 WHITLEY STREET
READING

TELEPHONE 82431

Greeting Card Specialist

Branches throughout the South

60 LONDON St

READING




Grocery and Provisions
Bread and Confectionery

Quality Foods
and Wines

2 Chureh Road, EARLEY, READING

Phone READING 61462

THOMAS TURNER & SONS

(READING) LIMITED

GOOD PRICES GIVEN FOR

GUNS TAKEN IN PART

EXCHANGE OR BOUGHT
OUTRIGHT

Gunmakers - Cartridge Loaders
Fishing Tackle and
Sports Equipment Specialists

THE SPORTSMAN WILL RECEIVE
THE BEST ATTENTION TO HIS
NEEDS AT-

1 BUTTER MARKET, READING

AND AT TELEPHONE 50365

21 WHITLEY STREET, READING

TELEPHONE 84361
AGENTS FOR MECCANO & DINKY TOYS

BLB 7095
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OF READING
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FROM

Langston & SonslLtd
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RIDING CLOTHES ONLY
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FRIARS WALK
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Heelas

Heelas became a department store in 1877. In 2001 Heelas became John
Lewis (the John Lewis Partnership bought Heelas in 1953).
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Ladies’ Footwear

Carrisge Paid in Great Britain
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Blouses at Keen Prices . /i New——ﬁlouser Models |

In peint of price these Blouses cansot leave ;
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and up-to-date,
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Invoices

An invoice is a demand for payment that’s sent by the seller after the sale of
goods/services has been completed, but before payment has been made.
They provide a wealth of information about goods being sold, how much
they cost and who bought them as well as giving an overview of the trades
in a particular area. Nineteenth- and twentieth-century business invoices

were often headed with detailed engravings showing premises or goods.
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TELEFPHONE 418

7, HIGH STREET, READING,
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Sale notices

Sale notices provide details of property to be sold. Some are
typographic only, with differentiation of the important elements
such as the name of a house or a location by size and colour.

Photographs of the property were sometimes included.



SALE OF

FREEHOLD INVESTMENT

41 POST-WAR
LOCK-UP GARAGES

situated n

NEWCASTLE ROAD
Off Northumberland Avenue

Estimated Net Income £1,165 Per Annum

NICHOLAS

EST. 1882

the Freehold by Public Aucti

THE GREAT WESTERN HOTEL
Station Road, Reading

ON TUESDAY, 8th OCTOBER, 1968

ON THE 0UTSI(IHTS OF PANGBOURNE

A Substantlally Built Residence

HAZLEHURST

RIVERVIEW ROAD

L CLOAKROOM DRAWING ROOM DINING 2O0M sTUoY
GARDEN ROOM KITCHEN AND OFFICES 6 BEDROOMS 1 BATHROOMS

MAIN SERVICES GARAGE OTHER BUILDINGS
GARDEN OF 14 ACRES

also

A DETACHED COTTAGE

4 ROOMS  KITCM HROOM AGE  ONE THIRD ACRE

FREEHOLD WITH VACANT POSSESSION OF THE WHOLE
To be of y Mewn

NICHOLAS

CAMPBELL THOMSON
& CHILVERS

AT THE GREAT WESTERN HOTEL
Station Road, Reading

ON THURSDAY, 29th MAY, 1969




SHINFIELD ROAD - READING SONNING - BERKSHIRE

lx |(~: tos

Batween Reod 1
M 7 nds ¢

Sale of that Freehold : 3 b
A Picturesque Period Village Residence

'mPOSlng DOUbIe:_E':onted ReSldence (Fully modernised and in immaculate order)

SONNINGDENE

SHALBORNE

No. 46 SHINFIELD ROAD it e

(overlooking Whiteknights Park) Googp for 2 Cors  Worlohiyp  Corden Buiogs
4 BEDROOMS  DRESSING ROOM with BASIN  BATHROOM  SEPARATE W.C Secluded Garden of about 1 Acre
3 RECEPTION ROOMS  DOMESTIC OFFICKS with IDEAL BOILER, etc FREEHOLD VACANT POSSESSION

GARAGE  GREENMOUSE
Landscaped Garden All Main Services ed FOR SALE BY AUCTION by Mesn

VACANT POSSESSION

e N I C HOLAS

NICHOLAS HAMPTON & SONS

EST. 1882
AT THE GREAT WESTERN HOTEL
AT THE GREAT WESTERN HOTEL Station Road, Reading

ON THURSDAY, 3rd JULY, 1969 ON THURSDAY, 3rd JULY, 1969

Solicitors: Mewn. WILLMETT & CO. 21 ding 5426123) alvo at Windiwor, Slough,

Avctioneers; Megirs. HAMPTON & 5O 1 (Teh 01.493-8222) and Beanches)

Messrs. NICHOLAS, 147 9 kingham and London, W.1




Pangbourne

Five minutes’ walk of Pzngbnurnr St (Main G.W.R. with Express Train Service from
n 60 minutes.)

Be'dut.ifu(lg Situated
Freehold Residence

KNOWN AS

LEBE KOUSE

Standing in a Bigh and very Dry
District on Gravel Soil. enjoying

Wonderful Views of Thames Valley

It stands on & broad terrace and contains Oak Panelled Lounge Hall, or Sitting Room,
3 Reception 8 Bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms, Dressing Rocom and Offices

Company’s Water and Electric Light Radiators
Modern Sanitation. Good Repair. Useful Outbulldings

|

Very Productive G n_ “’I ed-in Bush Fruit Garden, TENNIS AND OTHER LAWNS,
Flower Beds \I mm y Also in Separate Lot Picturesque

Freefold Building Site
NICHOLAS

Will Sell the above at the Mart, Tokenhouse Yard, London, E.C.

On Wednesday, 5) d Jlmv_ at 2 ocloch.

Particulars and Conditions of Sale (with Ph % H. & C. COLLINS, Solicitors,
Friar Street. Reading, or x: the Auctioneers, M NICHOLAS

TION ROAD, READING.
STATION APPROACH, NEWBURY.




With thanks to the Friends of the University who funded the
digitization of a selection of Reading ephemera some of which is
shown in this slideshow.

The items shown are part of a collection of local ephemera
located in the Universlty’s Centre for Ephemera Studies.

Thanks to Laura Bennetto for photography and Emma Minns for
selection of items.



